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Abstract 
 Mr.Loïc FAUCHON

President of the World Water Council 
What unites us, what brings us together is a common will to eradicate what I call  “the pain of water”, the pain that so many African men and women experience every day because they do not have access to water and sanitation. 

The first challenge we must face today is demographic growth, especially in Africa with one billion inhabitants today and twice as many in 2050.

The second challenge lies in controlling rapid urbanization and growing tensions in coastal areas, with increasingly large and numerous mega-cities. These mega-cities have enormous domestic and industrial water needs which create severe and hazardous pollution downstream — so many time bombs that cannot be easily defused.

The third challenge is obviously the food crisis. Population growth, improving living standards, changes in eating habits, all contribute to an increase in water demand in agriculture. This results in significant wastewater production and overall water loss which adds to increasing tensions over water resources.

And of course, climate change could add to these enormous challenges.

At this very time in the history of mankind, we are faced with a major challenge: to enhance the value of water resources, and to protect them. The use of water is not confined to humans and human activities alone.  Hence, a harmonious, albeit rigorous way to share water between humans and nature, must be reached and maintained. 

This is why I reiterate that “the time of easy water is over”. We have understood that future action in the field of water will be based on two key principles:

- First, the future of water does not only rest on technological progress, but increasingly on political commitments.

- Second, resolving tensions over water resources does not only rest on increasing water supply, but more and more on regulating water demand. This regulation implies a fundamental change in habits and behaviours. 

In order to achieve this, we must establish a stronger relationship between water and energy. This is why - on the occasion of the Copenhagen Summit - the World Water Council, loudly and clearly said that it is necessary to implement the mechanism of a “water-energy-climate” package. 

Today, on behalf of the World Water Council, I would like to make a few modest suggestions. You know that we are already on the road leading to the 6th World Water Forum, which will be organized jointly by France and Marseille. This Forum will be a forum for water solutions.
 
I would like to propose AMCOW with AWA, and UN-Habitat, with the technical support of the African Development Bank, to be the “true heart” of this preparatory work for Africa.
 
I would also like to suggest that you select in Africa, country by country, theme by theme, ten of the most realistic innovative solutions. The African regional process will be responsible for presenting them in Marseilles, and together we will seek funds for implementing these new solutions. Copenhagen or not Copenhagen, climate or not climate, one thing is certain: we need more money for water and energy in Africa. 

A third suggestion is to look at how to find ways to dedicate energy to water. Energy that would be less expensive be it through the application of a moratorium on the increase in the price of energy for water, or the creation of green gas oil.

Other important issues are the maintenance of water facilities, and the provision of institutions that can both develop and maintain capacity. The governance issue is also essential, because there is not just one, but several models of governance in Africa.
 
Help us identifying these solutions and the ways to implement them. 
Be more than ever the “voices of water” that will speak for Africa, in order to build a new and ambitious regional process. My dear friends, let’s give water a chance. 
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