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Dear President Mr. Loic Fauchon, 

Distinguished representatives of members, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a great pleasure for me to participate in the Members Meeting of the World Water Council in the beautiful city of Marseille.  First of all, on behalf of Ministry of Water Resources of China, I like to extend my warm congratulations to the opening of this Members Meeting.  I would also like to take this occasion to introduce Chinese experiences in respect to integrated water resources management and views on sustainable use of water resources to World Water Council colleagues. 

On the World Water Day in 2011, Mr. Ban Ki-moon, the UN Secretary-General, pointed out that as the world charts a more sustainable future, the crucial interplay among water, food and energy is one of the most formidable challenges we face. Without water there is no dignity and no escape from poverty. Water issue has never attained such high concern and emphasis from governments, received such great care from global citizens, and gotten such high attention and consideration from various international organizations like today. In the context of jointly responding to the challenges caused by climate change, this Members Meeting of the World Water Council will provide a platform for discussion, communication and cooperation.  It has been realized that we must place water issue together as the top priority of sustainable development and promote governments and international communities to take much care about sustainability of water use.  In this respect, I sincerely hope that this meeting will also make great contribution to the success of the sixth World Water Forum. 

China is a developing country with a large population and rapid economic development.  The basic water situation of China is that there are more people but less water, water distribution is sharply uneven through time and space, and water distribution is not compatible with national economic layout.  Based on this situation, the Chinese government has led the Chinese people to conduct a long-term and large-scale campaign of water development since 1949.  Over last 60 years, China has constructed 87,000 dams and reservoirs, near 290,000 km of river embankment and dikes, various flood warning systems, which forms the flood mitigation systems for major rivers in China.  Irrigation systems of all scales have been developed for about 60 million hectares of farmland which become the backbone of food security of the nation.  Water supply capacity has reached nearly 660 billion m3, providing a solid base for development of industrialization, urbanization and agriculture.  A large area of one million km2 of soil and water erosion has been rehabilitated, effectively improving the quality of landscape.   

Nevertheless, water problems still remain in China due to the basic water condition with interactions of impacts of global climate change, and some of those even worse.  During the past 20 years, both frequency and intensity of flood and drought disasters has increased.  The frequency of heavy river basin floods rises by about 20% and the frequency of severe drought disasters goes up by 18%, which seriously threaten people’s life and properties, food safety, and sometimes the country’s economy.  China has a population of more than 1.3 billion people, which indicates that to feed such a large population is always an issue of national security. However, insufficient agricultural infrastructure, especially poor on-farm irrigation facilities may significantly jeopardize the situation.  Water supply for urban is another big issue as currently there are 660 million people living in urban areas and this number will rapidly increase as urbanization continues.  Securing urban water supply has become one of the most critical tasks for the Chinese Government.  Along with economic activities of full dimension, we are facing severe challenge on ecosystems as over-extraction of groundwater, river shrinking and wetland degradation become very serious in some regions.
To cope with all these challenges, the Chinese Government has being undertaken a transition of water strategy that applies the concept of sustainability as the fundamental principle for water development and places people at the center for concern.  I like to give some examples to illustrate these activities.  During the 11th Five-Year Plan period, China made more than 300 million rural residents to be able to access safe and clean drinking water, six years ahead of the target settled by the UN Millennium Development Goals.  China has invested 64.5 billion RMB since 2007 to reinforce 7,356 sick and aged dams and reservoirs to reduce the risk of dam failures.  More than 200 GW of the installed capacity of hydropower has been developed in China, not only for producing renewable energy but for decreasing green house emission as well.  We know that there has been a scarcity for grain supply around many countries in the world and grain prices have been boosted to a very high level in the international trade market.  However, China has remained sufficient food supply with fare prices at the same period.  This is because of large scale improvement of irrigation systems, for example, there are 13 million hectares of irrigation farmland improved just within last 5 years. 

In the beginning of 2011, the Chinese government issued a comprehensive document for accelerating reform and development in water sector, which is named the No.1 document as it has paramount significance for the nation. This document gives a panorama of goals, policies and tasks of water reform and development for next 10 years. The document clearly states: Water is the origin for life, the vital element for production and the foundation for ecology.  Water is of the characteristics of public interests, basic and strategic functions for mankind.  In future, Chinese government will further highlight the safety and quality of people’s livelihood, emphasize equality of public water services, focus on improvement of vulnerable aspects in respect to water, so that more people will get benefits. We will pay more attention on sustainable use of water, implementation of strict water management, construction of water-saving society, protection of water resources, and creation of compatibility between bearing capacity of water resources and economy. Moreover, we will further enhance capacity building for organizations, especially for local water management units, promote participation of the public in water management, in order to ensure sound operation of water facilities.

At the time of solving our own problems, Chinese Government devotes great efforts to cooperate with developing countries. Under the framework of South-South cooperation of the United Nations and through bilateral aid channels, the Chinese Government has exchanged experiences with and provided assistance to other developing countries. The cooperation and exchange covers many areas, such as reduction of river sedimentation, small hydropower development, integrated water resources management, technology of dam construction, rainwater harvesting and utilization. We dedicate our efforts for these cooperation because we believe that to alleviate poverty and achieve sustainable development for all developing countries we must work together. 

For many years, China has established a wide range of cooperation with international organizations such as World Water Council (WWC), Global Water Partnership (GWP), International Commission on Large Dams (ICOLD), International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage (ICID), and International River Network Organization (INBO), and many UN agencies, etc. We are very pleased to obtain ideas, experiences, lessons and assistances from these organizations. We also enjoy the cooperation very much with the organizations through various platforms, such as World Water Forum, Singapore International Water Week, Asia-Pacific Water Summit, Yellow River International Forum and other major international water-related events, from which a lot of mutual benefits are shared for all of us.
Ladies and gentlemen, nearly twenty years has been passed since the opening of United Nations Conference on Environment and Development. Governments including China and international organizations have actively responded to initiatives and agreements reached by the United Nations. We all have strong willing to work together to achieve the UN Millennium Goals, and jointly work together to coped with water-related natural disasters.  

We are delighted the concept of the integrated water resources management has been widely accepted. The indispensable role of water resources on poverty alleviation and economic development has been widely recognized by the international communities. 

As the most influential international organization in water sector at present, the World Water Council has played a most significant role in raising awareness of government agencies and communities, especially the decision makers on water issues.  World Water Forum launched by the World Water Council has built a platform for exchange, dialogue and cooperation on water related issues at global basis. The Chinese government highly appreciates the outstanding contribution made by the World Water Council in resolving water problems confronted by all of us. 
Ladies and gentlemen, there is only one year left for "Rio+20 Summit" and the water issue should be identified as one of the main themes for sustainable development at the global event.  Just as the Sixth World Water Forum’s theme says, it is "time for a solution".  The Chinese government will make constant efforts to realize promises with actions, call for the water issue as the top priority for sustainable development, and strengthen cooperation with all international communities.  Chinese government would like to work together with all of you for cherishment of the planet for our future generations.  
Before I close my speech, I would like to mention that yesterday afternoon I had a very nice discussion with Mr. Fauchon.  We exchanged ideas that under the framework of MOU signed in 2009, there will be a new stage of concrete cooperation between the World Water Council and the Ministry of Water Resources of China.
Finally, I sincerely wish the success of the members meeting.
Thank you for your attention.


