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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Please allow me first to greet all the participants gathered here in Moscow.

Let me also express my special thanks to the organizers for inviting me, and my regrets for not being able to be with you today.

I have asked Mr Umarov, one of the alternates of the World Water Council, to read you this message on my behalf and to tell you the attention and interest the Council pays to your works. And I would like to thank him personally for being my spokesman today. 

Today, severe threats weigh on water: demographic growth, urban and coastal concentrations, pollution, development imperatives and even a whimsical climate. These threats are real and even though they should not be exaggerated, they cannot not be ignored. 

They call for taking action in new ways. And citizens of the world are aware of this. The future of water will depend on the capacity of human beings to reinvent their relationship with water in order to move from pillage to partaking. 

But this change requires audacity. And it calls for true political mobilization that must be translated into concrete and sustainable solutions. 

Over the past years, we have witnessed an increased awareness around water.  The positive result is that water and sanitation issues are higher on international and local agendas. This is encouraging. But it is not enough. 

And this is where the World Water Council has a role to play. Our Council which is composed of more than 400 hundred member organisations from around 100 countries, has the ambition to be the “Voice of water”. Its role consists in advocating the cause of water so that it becomes a priority for all decision makers in the coming decades.
At this very time in the history of mankind, we are faced with a major challenge: to enhance the value of water resources, and to protect them. The use of water is not confined to humans and human activities alone.  Hence, a harmonious, albeit rigorous way to share water between humans and nature, must be reached and maintained. 
This is why I reiterate that “the time of easy water is over”. We have understood that future action in the field of water will be based on two key principles:

- First, the future of water does not only rest on technological progress, but increasingly on political commitments.

- Second, resolving tensions over water resources does not only rest on increasing water supply, but more and more on regulating water demand. This regulation implies a fundamental change in habits and behaviours. 

In order to achieve this, we must establish a stronger relationship between water and energy. This is why - on the occasion of the Copenhagen Summit - the World Water Council, loudly and clearly said that it is necessary to implement the mechanism of a “water-energy-climate” package. This new association between water and energy would naturally justify the setting up of a “World Fund for Scarce Resources” that our Council advocates notably to encourage the production of energy especially dedicated to water.

Today, on behalf of the World Water Council, I would like to make a few modest suggestions. 

Russia has always been a major water country, a great hydrographical region. Throughout the last century, Russia has developed state of the art hydraulic techniques. Several of the most important hydraulic works around the world were built based on Russian knowledge transfers. In the former Soviet Union, a genuine hydro policy was put in place despite the size of the country and communication difficulties.We would appreciate having a large number of Russian organisations and from neighbouring countries join the Council so that the voice of this region can be heard.

You know that we are already on the road leading to the next World Water Forum.Together, France, Marseille and the World Water Council, have decided to take up this exciting challenge by organising the 6th World Water Forum in March 2012. We have agreed to privilege a positive vision, a collective reflection and a socially aware approach to make this Forum the “Forum of solutions”. 

Please join us and participate in the World Water Forum Help us identifying these solutions and the ways to implement them. 
Be more than ever the “voices of water” in order to build a new and ambitious regional process. 
Thank you Ladies and Gentlemen for joining us without further delay and help us give water a chance. It is a planetary urgency. 

I wish you a successful conference.
Loïc FAUCHON
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