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Right to Water : how to go from concept to implementation ?
Launch of a new report

Mexico, 19 March 2006 – The right to water is indissociable from human dignity. Water and sanitation for all must gradually become a reality. According to WHO (World Health Organization), a minimum of 20 liters per day and per person is necessary to ensure survival and a minimum of 50 liters to maintain personal hygiene.

Drinking water, similarly to food and health care, are essential to satisfy the "right to a sufficient standard of living" recognized by all the States in the Universal Declaration of the Humans Rights (1948). The right to water was officially recognized as a basic right in 1999 by the General Assembly of the United Nations.
How can the right to water be defined and put in context? This is the subject of a report which is to be presented by the World Water Council and its partners, on Sunday 19 March at the 4th World Water Forum in Mexico. The report presents various approaches to implement the right to water in a concrete and sustainable way. Many case studies illustrating the diversity of situations throughout the world were collected.
The right to water does not mean the exemption from payment for water. The right to water relates to a limited quantity of water that is intended to satisfy essential needs. It is important that mechanisms are established to make the price of water affordable including to the most in need. The report reviews the various levels of application of this right. The right to water is both the recognition of an individual right, and a collective right and requires the right to the protection of the resource.
The report identifies the conditions necessary for effective implementation of the right to water and in particular the necessary implication of all stakeholders at the local and national levels.
In developed countries, provisions can be adopted to allow poor families to benefit from “minimum allocations" of water, to satisfy their essential needs. In poor countries, it is access to the water resource that must be guaranteed, including sanitation.
The right to water is included in the constitutions and laws of a growing number of developing countries. This process contributes to support policies for improving water and sanitation access. National courts can give an effective push for the right to water when they rule against water cuts or when they require the supply of water and sanitation to populations living in squats and other “forgotten” neighborhood.  
The report “The Right to Water : from Concept to Implementation” was realized in partnership with Green Cross International, Académie de l’eau, Alliance Maghreb Machrek and the International Secretariat for Water. It was financed by the Swiss Development and Cooperation Agency and the French Development Agency. It can be downloaded from the WWC’s website http://www.worldwatercouncil.org  
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