Decision on Human Rights and Access to Water

In a decision (A/HRC/2/L.3/Rev.3) on human rights and access to water, adopted without a vote, the Council, taking note of the draft guidelines for the realization of the right to drinking water and sanitation contained in the report of the Special Rapporteur of the Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, requests the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, taking into account the views of States and other stakeholders, to conduct, within existing resources, a detailed study on the scope and content of the relevant human rights obligations related to equitable access to safe drinking water and sanitation under international human rights instruments, that includes relevant conclusions and recommendations thereon, to be submitted prior to the sixth session of the Council.

JUAN ANTONIO MARCH (Spain), in a general comment, said that it was vital for the Human Rights Council to adopt a new approach to human rights and the access to water. The right to access to water was linked to economic and social rights, as well as development. This right had not been so far tackled systematically and holistically. Hence, the importance of this draft decision before the Human Rights Council. It would be an important contribution to the work of the Human Rights Council, as it would help the Council to keep human beings at the centre of its work. Spain sponsored adopting resolutions and decisions aimed at promoting the dignity of human beings. 

SWASHPAWAN SINGH (India), in a general comment, said the right to drinking water and sanitation was an extension of the main human rights. Access to drinking water and sanitation should be the main focus of the Council. There was an inconsistency between the heading and the content of the draft. However, India would go along with the present text.

SERGIO ABREU E LIMA FLORENCIO (Brazil), speaking in a general comment, said access to safe drinking water was fundamental to the full enjoyment of a number of internationally recognised human rights, including the rights to health, food, and an adequate standard of living. This was a solid reference to allow States to guarantee access to their populations to drinking water and sanitation. 

IDRISS JAZAIRY (Algeria), in a general comment, said that the focus of the draft decision was on equity with reference to access to water. It was important to have as much access to drinking water as possible vis-à-vis the allocation of water usage. The Human Rights Council should also look at the North-South divide in terms of access to water. Algeria thanked all those delegations working towards bridging that gap, bearing in mind the concept of equity. 

MUSTAFIZUR RAHMAN (Bangladesh), in a general comment, said the right to drinking water was a fundamental right that should be sustained by all means. The General Comment 15 on the right to water, adopted by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, should be upheld. Water should be used in an equitable manner in all countries in order to uphold the needs of everyone. Bangladesh would support the study that would be carried out with regard to access to water.

TEHMINA JANJUA (Pakistan), in a general comment, said this was an important initiative. Water was a limited natural resource, and vital for the human rights right to water, which was indispensable for living a life in dignity. It stood for the most fundamental right - the right to life. Recently there had been a denial of this right in many parts of the world, with continuing contamination, depletion and denial of water that exacerbated poverty. The possibility of water being a source of future conflicts should be taken into account - water should never be used as a coercive measure in international politics. The co-sponsors were thanked for this useful initiative. 

JOSEPH U. AYALOGU (Nigeria), in a general comment, said that Nigeria was pleased that the draft decision reflected the consensus opinion of the Human Rights Council. The right to water, in addition to being a human right, was a moral obligation of the highest order of States and other actors to guarantee access to drinking water to as many people as possible. Nigeria also underlined the link between the right to water and the right to life. It called upon the Human Rights Council to adopt the decision without a vote. 

LOVE MTESA (Zambia), in a general comment, said that since water was life, Zambia would support the resolution even if it were not put to a vote.

SUNU SOEMARNO (Indonesia), in a general comment, said the text covered some very important human rights issues which affected many. The transparency and flexibility shown by the main co-sponsors was appreciated, especially when taking into account the various views, making the text more focussed and balanced, and Indonesia was pleased to join consensus on this matter. 

ALBERTO J. DUMONT (Argentina), in a general comment, said that Argentina endorsed the provisions of the human rights treaties, including the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. The provisions included in these treaties had become the main pillars at the constitutional level in Argentina since reforms undertaken in 1994. The study that would follow the adoption of this decision should look into access to water as a human right, guaranteeing access to drinking water by all.
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