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Your Excellencies 
Dear participants in the Forum,

I first would like to express my thanks and those of the World Water Council to the Chinese Government, who welcomes for the first time a delegation of the World Water Council. It is a great honor for us, and for me personally, to be able to reply to the invitation of my friend Hu Siyi, Deputy Minister of Water Resources, whom I would like to greet here.

It is a particular honor and a pleasure, during this visit in China, to come here to Dongying, on the occasion of this Third Yellow River Forum. I would like to greet its President, as well as the authorities of the Province and the municipality, for their efforts and efficiency in giving to this event an international radiance.

Allow me finally to greet Cristina Narbona, the Spanish Minister for the Environment and the delegation accompanying her. The great water reforms carried on in her country and under her authority are concrete examples of what a government can decide to make the cause of water a priority.

The Yellow River, my dear friends, is well-known all over the world. Known by its size, its discharge, its angers, its beneficial effects. Known as a foundation in Chinese History and culture. It illustrates the power of great rivers, their economic and social impacts, their absolutely determining contribution to the environment in general and to the ecosystems in particular.

Rivers are to water what wind is to air: a capacity to create movement, to inspire and insufflate life or make it disappear.

Thinking together about destiny of great rivers is more than a necessity, it is today a duty face to the assaults men inflict to water.

And your gathering during this week is an essential and necessary contribution to maintain this civilization of rivers that, throughout centuries, enabled humankind to grow, to breathe, to develop itself. And, on behalf of the World Water Council, allow me to thank you, all of you present here today, for your involvement and for what you bring to this forum that is so important.

The World Water Council will follow with attention your works and use your conclusions, to disseminate them to other communities all around the world that are facing similar issues to those of the Yellow River.

This is the reason for being of our Council: sharing experiences and knowledge, in order to carry higher and louder the Voice of Water, towards political decision-makers, but also towards public at large, and towards citizens of the earth.

A strong Voice for a strong ambition: there are not only 1.5 billion people who do not have access to water, there is, on this planet, one out of two inhabitants who does not benefit from a tap, and as many who are not granted one essential element of human dignity: having access to basic sanitary installations to satisfy their essential needs.

Yes, for those people, all of them, the forgotten, the outcasts, the poor, the road is still long. The road that leads to water, to its daily use, in quantity and in quality.

Yes, all those people for whom we are gathered today, those who deserve that we, finally, talk about a world water policy. A policy for life, a policy of water for development, because there is no development, no agricultural and industrial production, and no sanitary and medical protection, without water.

As you know, the world population is growing rapidly and it is settling and concentrating more and more in a few dozen mega-cities. The availability of water is largely inferior to the needs that increase dramatically. Many of these big cities are already or will be suffering from thirst during this 21st century due to the lack of clear and rigorous measures.

The economic activity, mainly agriculture and industry, is at the origin of severe air and water pollution. This threatens the health of billions of human beings. But more important, this activity degrades the quality of the water resources. And to a level that is such that today, when we considering the state of the rivers or groundwater, we can actually talk of a new kind of “sanitary bombs”. 

And of course, there is the issue of climate evolution. This evolution is over-covered by the media. We talk too much about it and populations of all countries perceive a threat but do not always understand the real challenges. 

In this field, it is necessary to stay vigilant and have a responsible attitude. Say clearly what we have scientifically observed, yesterday and today, but announce cautiously what we imagine for tomorrow and that are only hypothesis.

For the first time, just before summer this year, the Security Council of the United Nations analyzed what could be the consequences of these climate evolutions on security on our planet. No gathering of States had ever looked at this problem from that point of view. In the future, it is sure: United Nations will take into account climate factors in risk analyses, and this is a positive point, so that climate change be a threat that could gather us, if we are wise enough not to let it divide us.

Demographic growth, agricultural and industrial development, climate evolutions: we can see it very well and you all know it: Man remains water’s first enemy.
If we are not able to make the relationship between Man and water evolve, we will condemn the women and men living on our planet to remain unequal when it comes to access to water and sanitation. If we do not change it we then promise our children a world where it won’t be possible to breathe or drink at will. 

Air and water are the challenges of the modern world. Human kind will manage to solve the other issues as long as it can survive to the two previous ones.
We have to convince that, everywhere and for all uses, we need to consume less. Not only by taking a shower rather than a bath or by using water saving toilet flushing devices.

The real challenges aren’t there. They are in water for agriculture, water for energy and water for industry. That is where the greatest savings lie that can have a substantial impact on the consumption chart. 
But this isn’t enough because this water needs to be better, much better managed. We must convince of the universal virtues of drop irrigation, detect leaks, prevent pollution; Man’s genius is challenged to come up with new and bold solutions.

The most recent innovations already introduce a new component in the geography of water. We will dig deeper for water while trying to prevent drying out the planet’s womb. We will better protect the deep water resources than we have until now protected oil reserves.

We increasingly master the extraction of salt from water. Not only for seawater desalination but also for the millions of square kilometres under which the groundwater is brackish. 
We will transfer water from one region to another, over increasingly large distances. Algeria is undertaking a transfer of water over close to 800 km in the South of the country. China is entirely mobilised on the project to transfer water from the Southern part to the Northern part of the country, which constitutes the greatest voluntary transfer project of water reserves ever imagined by Man. 

We will also know how to recycle treated water for use in agriculture or leisure activities. 

Whether it is for pumping, desalination, transferring, recycling or recharging, water in all its states will always require more energy. More and more energy and notably those which are renewable will be privileged. And in this field too, there’s a lot of progress to be made. This will happen gradually, day after day. Solar, wind geothermal and nuclear energy will be developed with better efficiency and lower costs because there is no doubt that Man will manage to better harness them. And water will be one of the first elements to benefit from that. 
Yes, things are changing and greater will be the pace for as long as we can convince decision makers that the problem is ahead of us in the decades to come. And only the pressure exerted by public opinion relayed by the media and driven by the fear of growing tensions with a view to the shortage of water, can give this issue the importance it deserves as a true planetary challenge.

At this stage, it is easy to understand that the issue of water is going towards a new field.
The debate will no longer be technological since solutions are multiplying but rather much more of the political order with its different financial, legal, institutional and educative components.

Water like air belongs to the new scarcities and the notion of scarcity is before all an economical notion. Are these new scarcities a lasting phenomenon?

Yes, certainly for water and this leads to finding out how we can act on this scarceness and its durability.

The answer obviously lies in what we could call political accessibility and which lies on four factors:

1. Making financial resources available.
2. Asserting clearly the right for each individual to have access to the resource.
3. Sharing the governance of water between the right institutional levels: 

- The State and international organisations level, to vote laws and enforce the truly strategic policies. 

- The hydrographic basin level, which provides a true coherence for the setting up of infrastructures aimed at protecting and enhancing the resource. 

- The local level, where people know better how the resource should be allocated and how to fight against pollution. 

4. Transferring and adapting knowledge to the needs of the poorest countries and regions. 

There is an urgent need for a water diplomacy which would agree on the balance of the great continental water reserves, the mitigation of potential conflicts over several transboundary basins and on the refinancing of the debt of the poorest countries in favour of water and sanitation. 

The cause of water will only make progress through dialogue. 
And China can contribute to this cause even more than what it has done until now. China is a great hydrographic Nation. China has always been a great water country. More than that, it has known how to implement a hydro-politicy, despite its immense territory, despite its important population, despite its fast economic growth. 

Yes, China can and should bring its experience to the international water community. I often say to my Chinese friends that they are too humble. Do not let a minority outside the country always focusing on difficulties and problems. Take the floor more often on the international scene and tell what is going well, tell the solutions you have found, tell the progresses you are obtaining. 

It is the all the meaning of a Forum like the Yellow River Forum: to enable people to meet and to exchange on the different policies that are being implemented here and there. 

And this is all the meaning also of the collaboration that China and the World Water Council are currently developing. 

China has to take all its place, which means an important place in the great family of water. Dear Chinese friends, we need your knowledge, your experience and your expertise to contribute to the progress, to extend the frontiers of the impossible access to water. 

We are looking forward to your support in multiplying the number of Chinese member- organisations in the Council, in multiplying working and research programmes with our colleagues from the 80 countries that are members of the Council.  

We are waiting for you because only together we can build the water policy of tomorrow. In 2009, we have an important appointment in Istanbul in Turkey for a Forum that will be more political and of more solidarity. 

Join us, come and participate, dear friends of the Yellow River, dear Chinese friends, dear friends of all the countries gathered today in Dongying. And thank you again for your invitation, thank you for your welcome and thank you for your so kind hospitality. 

I wish an excellent Forum to all of you. 
Loïc FAUCHON
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