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Today, Africa has almost a hundred cities, with over 1 million inhabitants which form as many sanitary time bombs that cannot be easily defused.

--------
On the one hand, nature is being depleted and on the other hand, we are depleting nature.
--------

The time of easy water is over.

--------
“Without energy, namely electricity, there is neither pumping nor transport. Yet there is a shortage of energy for water. The increase in its cost, particularly in the majority of African countries, deprives part of the population of access to the resource. In places like the bush of Benin or Mali where we used to pump water for eight consecutive hours three years ago, we can now barely pump for three hours and for the same cost.” 

--------

“We will come up with new solutions through alternative energy sources and technological progress so that we make increasingly more water available with less and less energy”
--------
“Copenhagen or not Copenhagen, climate or not climate, we need more money for water and energy in Africa.”
--------
“An African right to water still has to be invented”
--------

“Water is endangered, and with it, so are we. Put our heart and soul into water, give water a chance”.
--------

We must still create institutions that can both develop and maintain capacity for those who will be responsible for managing water and sanitation infrastructures.
--------
In the twenty-first century, can we imagine children without schools and schools without water?

--------

Facts and figures
· Africa: 24% of emerged land area, 9% of global freshwater resources, and 2/3 of the population living in slums.
· Africa needs to triple its food production by 2050 to feed a population that will reach 2 billion people.
· Less than 7% of the hydropower potential of Africa has been developed.
· Africa treats less than 5% of its domestic and industrial pollution.
· Lake Chad occupies 10% of the area it occupied in 1960.
· 25% of Africans have access directly to electricity, 15% have water at home and less than 10% are connected to a sewage system.
· Only 5% of available freshwater is used in Africa, per capita water storage in Africa is less that 100m3 compared to about 3500m3 in Europe and 6000m3 in USA
--------
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