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Excellencies, Ministers and Ambassadors, 
Dear friends of water,
It is a great honour for me to be here among you today for this conference. Allow me, on behalf of the World Water Council, to thank you for your kind invitation. 
For many years Korea has paid a particular attention to the consequences the evolutions of climate may have. On a personal note, please allow me to salute Dr. Han Seung-soo’s commitment to these issues, for which he was among the first to show a particular interest, be it through the High Level Panel on Water and Disasters-UNSGAB, or as Special Envoy of the Secretary-General of the United Nations on Climate Change.
But the climate is not the only threat weighing on the good state of the planet’s scarce resources. These resources and water in particular, suffer from multiple aggressions: demographic growth, urban concentrations, coastal pollutions, development imperatives and water disasters do have important consequences. These threats are real and they certainly should not be ignored. 
These threats call for harrowing new actions and the citizens of the world are well aware of this. 
A certain conception of the world will slowly but surely vanish even if the need to produce goods and the rising of living standards represent a legitimate hope for billions of women and men. 
Another conception that is more respectful of Nature is beginning to impose itself but the momentum varies whether you are dealing with yesterday’s rulers or today’s emerging players. Nevertheless we will progressively consume better and waste less. 
Water shortage is the everyday reality of too many earth dwellers. It is often the result of years of inconsistencies and lack of foresight. This was our strong claim in Istanbul last year during the 5th World Water Forum, and we repeat it here again today: “the time of easy water is definitely over.” Obviously, we must continue with our efforts to bring more water to those who are cruelly deprived of the resource. 
We will still for a long period of time have to better store water, pump it deeper, transfer it longer distances, more often desalinate it and recycle it. 
We have become aware that our behaviours have now started to change.
In order to do so, all nations, all human communities will have to implement, year after year, very strict water demand regulation policies. Water savings through better management of water supply, significant reduction of water consumption thanks to new behaviours, and tariffs, can help avoid excessive water waste. The recent example of California can show us the path of a new relationship between humans and nature, based on respect.
But it is not enough, since equitable sharing also needs equity between humans, between territories and chiefly between Humankind and Nature in order to offer guarantees and better distribute sound water in sufficient quantity to ensure the respect of biodiversity and the necessary protection of ecosystems. 
This “awareness” of the moral value of water evidently imposes a kind of hydro vigilance to which our Council is very much attached. We all share the same ambition of guaranteeing access to water and sanitation to the largest number while maintaining a perfect hydric and ecological security. 
For this purpose, we must now devise a "hydro-friendly" development, a sound development of natural resources. This is the concept of Green Growth to which Korea was among the first countries in the world to give a concrete reality. 

What are we exactly talking about? The concept originates in the idea that sustainable development with environmental protection can be a driver for growth in the new economy that is shaping up. 

It is to Korea’s honour to be today the champion country of Green Growth. Let’s remind that a Global Green Growth Institute has recently been established to move the concept into reality.

Water management can and should play an important role in Green Growth. Water, its management, its professional community contribute to the development of countries through the provision of a platform of infrastructure that stimulates the economic development and protects communities from major disasters. Water management also provides services that are necessary for the health of the people and for the quality of ecosystems and livelihoods.

But now we need to go further. The way wise water management contributes to Green Growth at all levels -whether international, national or local- needs to be clarified.
The World Water Council has decided to engage in this direction in order to:
· first, elaborate a framework which defines how water-related solutions could contribute to Green Growth.
· then, promote this framework.
· and finally, stimulate and implement initiatives that could help demonstrate the usefulness or water in green growth. 
Being in essence a provider of conventional environmental services, the water sector has always been an important contributor to the green economy. It can however do better and also be better recognized as such.

But the first question to ask is: “What could Green Growth mean for water “? I could mention here some examples to concretely illustrate my talk.
First, there are conventional approaches regarding pollution control, infrastructure development and efficiency:
· Develop and maintain efficient water infrastructure and services

· Develop hydro-electricity  complying with environmental standards

· Implement and improve waste water treatment: implement treatment plants, develop treated wastewater re-use 

· Prevent point-source pollution by industries

· Reduce non point source pollution hazards by agriculture: develop new types and application methods of pesticides and fertilizers, develop ecological methods of pest control 

· Develop early-warning systems for hydro-meteorological hazards

· Develop specific insurance products for water-related hazards

There are also innovating approaches towards a greener and sustainable economy.
These new approaches are often based on integrated knowledge or on the combination of tools, often facilitated by ICT.
Their peculiarity is to aim at a greater resilience of technical and human system, using in particular the basic properties of the natural ecosystems (control of energy fluxes, diversity, recycling of waste and resources, self-reproducing mechanisms…).

And there are also integrated approaches:
Water resources

· Rain water harvesting to augment the storage capacities, reduce peak inflows in waster water treatment plants and thus pollution hazards, re-use the stored water to irrigate vegetation or other purposes

· Develop intelligent and efficient processes to allocate water resources based on real time demand by the users

Water and agriculture

· Develop intelligent irrigated systems and tools (eg based on actual demand by plants)

· Develop new water (and other resources) management techniques for rainfed areas

Water and biodiversity

· Ensure hydraulic continuity and species migrations in watercourses, 

· Reinforce biodiversity in aquatic ecosystems 

Water and health

· Develop aquatic bio-indicators to prevent pollution hazards

Water and business/industry

· Develop and standardize water footprints computation methods to assess the risks associated with water for various businesses as well as the impacts on water of the production and consumption of various commodities

Water, risks, energy and climate change
· Develop new insurance products (eg micro-insurance products) to protect people from water related disasters

· Adapt water infrastructure in order to reduce their energy consumption

· Utilize groundwater as a storage and source of heat of cold 

· Re-use the energy of waste water both in buildings and in networks 

Water services 

· Develop Smart Water Grids : intelligent water systems which react to the demand of the consumers

· Develop information systems and leakage probes so as to improve the performances of water and waste water systems

This list is a good map of the issues and tools should be developed to help decision makers. One of the approaches could be to distinguish various roles of water for growth. Indeed water can generate activities that:

· trigger growth: water and its management is in that case the direct factor of growth; this is the case e.g. for water-related infrastructure

· catalyse growth: water and its sound management provide the basis for other economic activities e.g. develop rainwater harvesting for agriculture…

· reduce risks and impacts on growth: water management protects from hazards that would reduce growth

The second question is how to develop water-related Green Growth?

Moving to a new and greener economy cannot be achieved without changes in the way water is perceived, managed and integrated in this new economy. The overall framework for green growth as being developed at the moment could provide very helpful ideas that could be adapted to water. One of the objectives of the water community could be to develop a series of concrete recommendations of tools and methods that could be used to promote and develop water-related green growth. These recommendations could at least tap into four main areas:

1- Develop and promote new paradigms 

The new green economy has to re-visit the founding principles of the development of our societies so as to:

· privilege measures that increase the efficiency of resource use and the recycling of the resource

· develop biomimicry tools and tap as much as possible into the methods that have been selected by natural systems 

· shift from an economy of goods and purchases to one of services and flows
· invest in natural capital and infrastructure in order to increase the services they can provide
These new paradigms need to be further investigated and adapted to water issues so as to be used as guiding principles for future policies and solutions.

2- Reform governance & public policies

New ways of defining and implementing public policies also need to be developed. Such new ways should for instance:

· Promote multi-stakeholder dialogues to agree on concrete targets that could be further used to define measures and mobilise funds for their achievement (using e.g. the model of the French “Grenelle de l’environnement”)

· Develop and use new indicators to describe progress; these indicators should integrate the natural capital explicitly (water footprints, water use by unit of GDP…); 

· Develop new and greener procurement rules for public entities

· Ensure that legal frameworks for water management are conducive to Green Growth

3 - Adapt new financial tools

Financing green growth will also be a cornerstone of the success of the approach. New financing tools need to be designed such as:

· tax systems, which should be revised to refer not only to the economic added-values but to reflect as well the extent of degradation of resources 

· water markets, which should be further developed using the lessons of existing ones as well as those of the new carbon markets

4 - Educate, raise awareness, change business models

Public information, development of “blue labels” & stewardship tools are important tools are important to change production patterns, to educate the consumers and to change the consumption patterns. 

These issues and methods should also be given sufficient attention by public and private water supply organisations which could be the promoters of such information tools since they may in turn benefit from the improvement of water use efficiency. In this respect, the development of a standardized method for the calculation of the water footprint of a given product would be extremely useful.

All these issues concerning Green Growth, Blue economy, recycled water, will be at the heart of environmental and political debates within the next years.

Together, France, Marseille and the World Water Council, have decided to take up these exciting challenges by organising the 6th World Water Forum in March 2012. 

We all have agreed to privilege a positive vision, a collective reflection and a socially aware approach to make this Forum the “Forum of solutions”. 

We are taking up this challenge with enthusiasm because we all belong to a kind that would rather hear the sound of trickling water than the silence of life escaping. 

I thank you all and especially you, Excellencies, dear Ministers, Ladies and Gentlemen, dear friends of water, for joining us, for joining the Council without further delay and help us give water its chance. It is a planetary urgency. 
Thank you.



PAGE  
2

