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Professor Emilio Custodio was born in Barcelona in 1939. 

He graduated in Industrial Engineering at the School of Industrial Engineering of Barcelona in 1964. 

In 1972 he obtained a Ph.D. in Industrial Engineering. Doctoral thesis entitled "Dating of Groundwater: Radioisotope dating, variation in isotope ratios and purely chemical characters, with application to the Llobregat river delta." 


Academic Career

1963 - assistant professor

1964 – 1975 adjunct professor in the department of nuclear technology from the School of Industrial Engineering of Barcelona. 

1975 - 1986 Associate Professor of Nuclear Technology in the School Industrial Engineering of Barcelona. 

1986 – 2010 Full professor at the Civil Engineering School in Barcelona

2010 – Emeritus Professor at the Department of Geotechnical Enginnering and Geosciences, Technical University of Catalonia (UPC)

2006 - 2009 Head of the Department of Geotechnical Engineering and Geosciences of the UPC. 

Co-founder in 1966 of the International Course on Hydrogeology of Barcelona and member of its Faculty and Director until 1990; currently teaches in it and at present is the Chairman of the Advisory Board. 


Professional Career

1964-1979 Water Commissioner in the Eastern Pyrenees (CAPO - DGOH, MOP) in Barcelona. 

1979 - 1984 serves as the Engineer Corps of Industrial Engineers in the service 
Ministry of Public Works (DGOH) specializing in groundwater hydrology, in Barcelona. 

1980 - 2005 Member of the Spanish Committee of UNESCO's International Hydrological Programme and vice president. 

1980 - 2005 Member of the Monitoring Board of Nuclear Safety of Catalonia (Generalitat de Catalunya). 

1982 - 1996 Member of the European Water Institute. 

1992 - 1997 Director of the Foundation "International Center of Hydrogeology" 

1995 and 1996, part of the Program Committee of Experts Sector R & D on Water Resources of the General Secretariat of the National R & D of the Interministerial Commission of Science and Technology. 

1996 and 1997, National Water Resources Manager of the Interministerial Commission of Science and Technology (CICYT) of the Department of Environment. 

1997 - 2004 General Director of the Geological Survey of Spain in Madrid 

1997 - 2000 member and vice president of National Council of Mines of Spain. 

1997 - 2004 Member of the National Water Council. 

1997 - 2004 Member of the Advisory Board of Mines of Almaden and Arrayanes (MAYASA), Madrid. 

1997 - 2004 Executive Vice President of AITEMIN, Madrid. 

1998 - 2001 Chairman of the Board of Depurbaix. 

1998 - 2000 Director of the National Parks Network. 

2000 - 2004 Manager of the newly created National Council of Geology. 

2001 - 2004 Member of the Coordinating Committee of Public Research, Ministry of Science and Technology.



Professional Associations

Since 1970 member of the Spanish Association of Hydrogeologists (AEH). From 1976 to 1984 as part of its Board of Directors and from 1984 to 1987, President. 

Since 1974 member of the International Association of Hydrogeologists (IAH) and the Spanish Group of the International Association of Hydrogeologists. In 1980 - 1984 member of the Managing Board, 1994 - 1998 President.

From 1980 to 1984 and from 1996 to 2000 is part of the Board of IAH, 2000 to 2004 is the President and from 2004 to 2009 a member of the Board and former president. H. 

Since 1989 academic life of the Royal Academy of Exact, Physical and Natural Sciences of Spain. 

From 1990 to 1994 Chairman of the Spanish Group of the International Association of Hydrogeologists (AIH-GE). 

From 1997 to 2004 Board member of EuroGeoSurveys, Association of Geological Surveys of the European Union countries. In 1999 President EuroGeoSurveys. 

From 1997 to 2004 Board member of ASGMI, Association of Geology and Mining Services Latin America. 

From 1997 to 2004 Board member of FOREGS, Forum of European Geological Services and in 2000 President FOREGS. 

From 1997 to 2004 Member of the Board of Trustees of the International Centre for Groundwater Hydrology and Management Committee of the International Course on Groundwater Hydrology. 

From 2000 to 2004 President of the International Association of Hydrogeologists (IAH), from 1996 to 2008 member of the council. 



Awards
He ranked as top student in Barcelona and 2nd in Spain in the class of 1964. He obtained the Outstanding Final Project Award with the project entitled "Plant for the production of hexachlorocyclohexane using as primary catalyst gamma radiation of the isotope cobalt-60". 

1982 - Honorary Diploma of the School of Hydrology at the Institute of Hydrology (CSIC) - Centre for Hydrographic Studies (CEDEX) in Madrid. 

1995 - named Doctor Honoris Causa by the Universidad Nacional de Tucuman in Argentina. 

1996 - the Generalitat de Catalunya grants the Narcís Monturiol Medal for outstanding scientific and technological merits. 

1998 - the International Association of Hydrogeologists (IAH) grants him the Presidents Award. 

2000 - the Spanish Group of the International Association of Hydrogeologists granted the Merit Award in its 1st Edition. 

2005 - the National Ground Water Association (NGWA) grants him a "Life member award to Individuals Who Have Contributed Some special service in the furtherance of industry or to NGWA groundwater." 

2005 - Honorary Professor at the Universidad Nacional del Litoral in Santa Fe in Argentina and guest of honor at the National University of Río Cuarto in Cordoba in Argentina. 

2006 - the Comunitat d'Usuaris d'Aigues Subterranies del Delta del Llobregat (CUADLL) granted its highest distinction. 

2008 - the American Association of Groundwater Hydrology for Development (ALHSUD) proclaimed him Latin America's Distinguished Hydrogeologist. 

2008 - the International Association of Hydrogeologists (IAH) proclaims him Honorary Life Member. 

2009 - Honorary Professor at the University of La Pampa Santa Rosa Argentina. 


Research merits

His research includes working in over 30 research studies, being principal investigator on nearly 20 of them and lead investigator associated with four European projects. These projects have a strong field component and so he has worked in sites located in ​​Catalonia, Balearic Islands, Canary Islands, Doñana National Park, Valencia, Aragon, Island of Malta, Italy, Portugal, Brazil, Argentina and Chile. 

Since 1976 he has directed and co-directed more than 20 doctoral theses, plus 6 Master's thesis in Groundwater Hydrology. 

He has participated in 6 scientific exchanges with Portugal, United Kingdom, France, Argentina and Colombia.  

He has served on various working groups formed to address water issues generally in relation with UNESCO and the European Community. 

Author or coauthor of six books, including the 2 volumes of Hidrologia Subterranea (Custodio - Llamas 1976, reprint 1983, reprinted Vol 1: 2001 and 2008, Volume 2: 2005 and 2006), editorial Omega, the book used in all Spanish-speaking countries that has contributed forming thousands of hydrogeologists. In 2005 and in 2007 translated into Italian. 

Editor or coeditor of 14 books. 

Over 500 papers and book chapters, whose theme is predominantly from various fields of groundwater hydrology, but also includes aspects of teaching, energy, nuclear and water resources in general and their social context. 

