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Intze Juction ~-The American Water Resources Association (AWRA) has been recognized
for i s multidisciplinary diversity sirce its formation nearly 45 years ago. Its founders
reco nized the need for an organizaiion that would investigate water resources issues or
probems from not just a single discipline perspective, but instead from a balanced

app1 »ach involved not only hard science but also social science, political science, law and,
ecoromics. From this need, AWRA was conceivad.

AW RA’s overall mission, “to advarce multidiscinlinary water resources-education,
management, and research” has, throtighout AWRA’s ex1stence, been consistent with the
gene tal theme of the King Hassan Il Great World Water Prize - “cooperation and- sound -
maragement in the development and use of water resources”.

AW RA promises a balanced professinial approach to solving water resources challenges
in a Tiend]y and comfortable atimosphere with its commitment to the thresa_C’

Cor ununity, Conversation, and Connections. Community — AWRA is-the preeminent
mulidisciplinary water resources professional association i the United States, and
bec:.use it has members in 60 countries, also in the world. Conversation — AWRA’s
annual and specialty conferences addruss timely and relevant topics on critical issues
foc: sed on practical solutions to weter resousces problems. Connections —AWRA.
pro-ides both outstanding educational opportunisies and opportunities for networking with
other water resources professionals th-ough its referced journal and magazine, its state
sec .ons, student chapters, Technical < “omm ivices, and its on-line jobs board and resumne
pos ings.

AV RA’s gualifications for the King Hassan IT Great World Water Prize will be discussed
in i ee parts:

1. AWRA’s unique approach to water resources issues through its structure,
conferences and publications;

2. A specific example of AWRA’s balanced approach to water resources policy
focusing on four Water Resousces Policy Dialogues hosted by AWRA from 2002-
2008, and the implications «f “heir results on water policy.
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3 AWRA’s involvement in water %esourcr:s zotivities at the international level.
Pari - AWRA's Unique Approach to Water Re:ources Problems

AWEA Structure; Diversity is the hallmark of AWRA’s unique approach to water

resoL ‘ces issues or problems. Because of its multidisciplinary approach to water
resouices, the organization’s members represent the most unique distribution of talent,
capa’ ility and diversity of any water refources organization in the United States and

poss: )ly in the world. AWRA members represent nearly 60 separate and distinct

disci slines involved in water resources including hydrologists, engineers, and geologists,
ecolc gists, soil scientists, agronomists, biologists, bacteriologists, foresters, land managers
econ smists, sociologists, lawyers, ecucators, and even historians. This diversity of

merr: yership reflects the commitment o7 AWR.A that water resources issues or problems
can 1 ever be adequately addressed by a single Jis:ipline.

Diversity of membership goes even firther. Unlike many organization se members
primarily represent primarily one group, AWRA's total membership is ed

appr iximately in thirds between federal, state and local government repregentatives;
acad-=mics; and practitioners. This supports the premise that AWRA searches for common
sens : solutions to water resource problems.

AWRA’s diversity is strengthened by membership of students, water resources

prof 1ssionals and retirees. It is further strengthened by its organization — in addition to its
nati.nal organization, AWRA has State Sections in more than half of the States, and
stud-nt chapters at many colleges and universities that bring water resources perspectives
to A WRA from all levels from Jocat to national.

AW RA values the perspectives of water resources professionals worldwide. Professionals
fror: sixty countries are currently represented in AWRA'S membership: A specialclass of
mer-bership for international members provides slectronic access to AWRA's

pub ications and Technical Commutiees while keeping costs for these members to 2

i Iurm. : ;

AW RA is characterized by its diversity of governance. AWRA is run by its members
thrc ugh an elected Board of Directors. Interestingly, the numbers of male and female
boz d members usually is nearly equa:. From 2000 to 2008, four AWRA presidents have
beea female.

Co: ferences: AWRA’s Annual Conferences axe characterized by diversity - of subject
ma ter, of professional disciplines represented, and of organizations represented by the
pre-enters. AWRA’s Annual Conferences do not have specific themes. Instoad, AWRA.
sol cits abstracts op any water resorces related subject. For exampl 007 Anpual -
Co ference had 27 different subjeci frzadings for presentations includifig policy,
education, lakes, wetlands, ground wiiter, TMDLs, watershed managem nt, water supply,
flo -d management, water quality, auc agriculture. This diversity is unrnatched elsewhere
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and p ovides attendees with the broad: * possible exposure to practical and proactive
soluti »ns to water resources probiemai

AWR A sponsors two or three specialty ‘ponfere nces each year. Abstracts submitted for
these conferences represent timely and {opical specific themes, Recent specialty

confc -ences have been presented on agricultural hrdrology, adaptive m&nagement
wildlind hydrology, GIS, water policy, scicnce inio policy, urban hydrology, riparian
ecolc 2y, opical hydmlogy, water resolrees ¢ rducation, and ecology in the Asia-Pacific
regicl. -

Publizations: AWRA publishes both a referesd journal and a rhagazine Both are
publ-shed six times per year and ate mrludcd as member benefits or are available by
subs- ription. ‘

The ournal of the American Water Resources Association (JAWRA) is AWRA’s
refer:zed journal. Each issue contains appr oximately 20 peer reviewed articles on any
water resources subject from basic or@pplied research and/or case studies; to axti ;
poliry, education, and the economics’ ‘of water. Tne Journal Editor and Associate 'Ed}toxs
are « »inmitted 1o the AWRA concept of practical solutions for water resources problems.
The fournal also includes other features such as book reviews and “Discussion” and
“Re-ponse” articles. The citation index for AWRA journal articles has increased
draratically in the last few years.

AWRA’s magazine, “Water Resourfi;eé IMPACT?” is a “publication of ideas.” IMPACT
artic ‘es are meant to inform readers of'the Jatest developments in water resources in a less
techaical manner than articles pubiisﬁed in the Journal. Each issue of IMPACT featurés
fror« four to seven articles on a specific topic or theme. They are not peer reviewed. The
issu : prior to each AWRA specialty. mmfereucc is devoted to the subject of that
conference. Othermse timely top1c sire qubnuﬂ cd by Associated deté §:1s]e);

fevx years subjects covered by IMPACT issues mclude Paleohyd:ology, Permrmancen
Baszd Management Measures, Infrastmucture Crisis, Water Resources Policy, Adaptive
Ma iagement, GIS, and Hawaii/Pacific Rim Water Questions. The mostsecent issue is on
“Deia Mahagement in Water Resources.” Regular features of IMPACT include three

opi ion columnists, one specializing in water economics, another on water law and the
thir ] on water resources in general. During 2008, the magazine ran a series of essays by
prc ninent U. 8. water resources e spexts on anticipated water resources problems in the
21° centory. -

Par: 2: Specific Examples — Water Resources Policy Dialogues

During the last 8 years, AWRA hes aldressed 21 century water policy issues’ ﬂn&ugﬁ ,
Nz ional Water Resources Policy Didiogues held in 2002, 2005, 2007, and 2008. Water
res urces policy in the United States ;s based or. an amalgamatlon of laws and regulations
pa:sed or promulgated over more tizan 100 years to address topics of concem at specific
po "ts in time. Accordingly, water policies are ad hoc — interestingly, careful studenis of
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water olicy can find numerous mconsmtenc:les and outnght contradictions in the body of
laws nd regulations that comprise 1hcse policies. Reco gmzmg the need for cogent and
coher .nt National water policies, ten Fedcral water agencies and nearly 30 non-

gove: amental organizations provided l’iuanual support for the dialogue series.

The purpose of AWRA’s water pohcy d1alogucs has been to bring together

multi disciplinary experts in water resomceq including scientists, economists, atiomeys,
federal, state, and local government r:ap -esentatives, industrial and other non-

gove amental representatives, and Nan‘ 2 American representatives to examine crifical
wate- policy issues and to recommend solutions tc the President and Congress. The
Dial:-gues were structured in a comp! etﬂy balanced fashion -all viewpoints were given
equa weight and there were no right ‘or wrong viewpoints. Water resources professionals
in re’ ources development, resources pmtectlon and resources evaluation were grouped
togeiaer fo share ideas and viewpoints.: The Dialo gues were politically balanced ~

repre sentatives of both major polltical pames were given equal time.

Mor than 250 water resources }ead::r;s}attcnded the both the first and second Dislogue and
150 1ttended the third Dialogus. The fourth Dialogue, by invitation only, was aitended by
56 prsons. The first three Dialogues izcluded panel discussions by invited experts.

Pros scateurs drawn from the environm.ental zormnunity, industry, non-government

ager cies, or state and local organizations gave pre sepfations intended to encourage the
inde nendent thinking of the attendecs. At the fourth Dialogue, participants discussed the
issu.s in small groups and each group provided their recommendations to a committee of
thei: peers who combined the large nunber of recommendations into five action items
inc! Wding the immediate need for a nahonal water assessment, a national water vision, the
need for better coordination between vater agencies and congressional committees, a

reer aluation of the federal governmenis role in water resources and that water resources
sheld be managed in a watershed context.

Baszd on the results of the Dialogues, letters were sent by AWRA to the Président of the
Unized States, to Congressional Leaders, and to the nation’s Governors, and meetings
wer 2 held with, officials of both the Executive and Legislative branches of the U. §.
Government to explain the results ¢f tae Dialogues and the needs for action. The fourth
Diz .ogue participants list of water resources action items are being furnished to the

trar sition team of the Pres1dent-eleo,t

Th.: Water Pr)hcy Dialogues have rcmited in an increased awareness on the partthe

Ad ninistration and the Congress o the watet resources problems of the United States. It

15 v ¢pected that the new Administration and Congress will consult the Dialogue results in
an apdating of the National water 1zsources policies. '

AV RA s International Activities

AVWRA has become a player in the world stage of water resources in the 21* century. Not
on'y are AWRA’s conferences international in scope, but during the last 10 years on
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neas!: every third year, AWRA has held specialty sonferences outside the continental
Unite : Siates in the staies of Hawaii mnd Alaske ard +wice in Scotland. The veriety in
therar 3 and socations truly afford watar resources professionals worldwide the opportunity
to participate and share their knowledge and experience. AWRA also encourages water
resou-ces professionals from around 1he world to submit articles for publication in the
Jourr 1l of the American Water Resolrces Association.

Addi onally, AWRA has become a sigrificant player in the International Water

Reso fces arena with its ever increasing participation in the World Water Council.

AWI A is one of only 3 U. 8. organizations and the only non profit to have a seat on the
Boar | of Directors of the World Waser Council. AWRA has been an active participant in
the 3 % and 47 World Water Congress’s and has the lead for one of the six subject areas
for ti-e upcoming 5M World Water Conygress. wernbers of AWRA’s Intermational
Teckical Commitiee have participated in rpeeiings, conferences and seminars worldwide.
AW A understands that water problerrs do nosend at national boundaries, but rather are
inter-elated worldwide. AWRA belicvas thar cost effective, practical solutions for water
resources problems must be availablé ¥, all countries in the world.

AW 2A members individually have been involved worldwide in consultation regarding
wate - resources problems in such diverse locations as the Arabian Peninsula, Pakistan,
Tndc 1esia, Argentina and Chile, and China.

Sumr mary — AWRA’s philosophy and Approach to water Tesources problems together with
its t-ack record of successful Confercnses and well-received publications make it an ideal
canidate organization for the King #lassar /1 Great World Water Prize. No other

org: aization can lay claim to the unique appreach that AWRA provides to water resources
issu -s and problems. Its efforts 1o bring together waler resources professionais from many
disc plines to search for practical scjutions for water 1ESOUICes problems are unmatched
any where in the world. Furthermore. its willingness to look at less popular but '
ovesarching issues such as the need foi coherent and cogent water pol
wit': the theme of the King Hassan 1 Great World Water Prize.

o is consistent




