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ACHIEVEMENTS OF PROFESSOR NADHIR

 AL-ANSARI

Professor Nadhir Al-Ansari is working as a quest professor at the department of Civil, Mining and Environmental Engineering at Lulea Technical University Sweden since December, 2007.Preior to that he worked as Professor at the Institute of Earth and Environmental Sciences (IEES) at the Al al-Bayt University, Mafraq, Jordan (1/9/1995 – 22/5/2007) . He obtained his PhD degree. in Hydrology from the University Of Dundee, UK in 1976 and MSc and B.Sc. in Geology from the University Of Baghdad, Iraq during 1968 and 1972 respectively. He worked as a Research Assistant, Lecturer, Associate Professor and Professor in the Department of Geology, College of Sciences, University of Baghdad, Iraq for the period 1968 to 1995. Then, as an expert at University of Jordan, Jordan (4 months during 1995), in 1995 I was asked to join Al al-Bayt University, Jordan.
Al-Ansari’s spent most of his carrier in the educational sector but he did a lot of work for the industry through the Iraqi Ministry of irrigation, Central National Iraqi labs establishment, Hemrin and Mosul Dams projects as well as his consultancy work. In education he was one of the pioneers in development of the university curricula in water resources both in Iraq and Jordan. The strategic unit for Environment and Water Resources at Al al-Bayt University established by him is considered a good  scientific unit in the rgion. 

His research interests are mainly in Water Resources especially sediment transport. He founded and directed the Strategic Environment and Water Resources Research Unit (SEWWRU) (1995-2006) and as the Dean of the Institute of Earth and Environmental Sciences in Al al-Bayt University, Jordan (2001-2006). He was the first to execute scientific research programs on sediment transport in Iraq and Jordan. His work on the reduction capacity of reservoirs in Iraq and Jordan is considered as pioneer work in this field. He also developed new methods and techniques in his research on sediments. In addition, he studied various aspects of surface water and groundwater in Iraq and Jordan trying to improve the quality and quantity of water resources in these countries as an example of Arid and semi- Arid regions. He also linked his research on water resources to its environmental implications.

As a result, professor Al-Ansari’s publications include more than 100 articles in international/national journals, chapters in books and 11 books as well as consultancy reports. He executed more than 30 major research projects in Iraq, Jordan and UK. His research has been funded by various organizations including; Higher Council for Science and Technology, Ministry of Water and Irrigation, UNESCO, Ministry of Planning, Al al-Bayt University Research Initiative, the British Council, EU, UNDP and World Bank. He had lectured at several universities in the Arab World and UK and supervised more than 40 postgraduate students in Arab and British Universities. He was given a patent on his work entitled: Physical methods for the separation of iron oxides (Patent No. 2544 dated 11.10.1994).

Professor Al-Ansari served on large number of National and International Committees and Societies and organized number of National and International Scientific conferences. He was the founder of Scientific Water Resources Society of Iraq, member of the Higher Council for Scientific Societies, IHP-National Committee in Iraq and ICCE Commission. In Jordan, as member of IHP-National Committee, member of the Board of Directors- Badia Research and Development Program, Director of SEWWRU, Regional Representative of the Chartered  Institution  of Water  Resources  and  Environmental Management (CIWEM) and Member of the International Association of Hydrological Sciences (IAHS). 

Professor Al-Ansari established the Iraqi journal of water resources and served as Editor and member of the editorial board for several scientific journals both in Iraq and Jordan. He organized several national and international conferences and chaired number of scientific sessions in such conferences. He also served the local community both in Iraq and Jordan through tremendous number of training courses he organized for general public as well as specialists in the field of water resources. He participated in several of the media’s water resources public awareness programs both in newspapers, TV and radio.

He had been awarded several scientific awards in Iraq and Jordan. The British Council on its 70th Anniversary awarded him top 5 scientists in Cultural Relations Award, 5th November, 2004. In the same year HM King Abdullah II granted him the Jordanian passport in recognition to his scientific contributions in Jordan. In Iraq, he obtained the Mesopotamian prize for water resources, 1994, Iraqi prize for scientific papers in Agriculture and Water Resources sector, 1994 and Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research prize for best postgraduate supervisor, 1993/1994.

His interests over the years had focused on water resources of Arab countries especially Iraq and Jordan.  His work stands out both for its breadth, originality and innovation.  In addition, much of it has an important applied perspective, such that it has made an important contribution to water resource development and river basin management in both Jordan and previously Iraq. I think this undoubtedly made an outstanding and highly important contribution to water resource assessment and development in Arid and Semi-Arid Areas.


