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	Summary of accomplishments:

	PROFESSOR PATRICIA WOUTERS – SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENTS

Career vision: “Water for all” - To develop a new generation of local water leaders

through expert leadership, research excellence, graduate teaching and mentoring.

OVERVIEW: Professor Patricia Wouters has set up and now directs the world’s leading research

and postgraduate teaching programme in water law and policy, which has obtained an international

reputation of academic excellence and professional relevance. The formal endorsement by UNESCO

of the Centre for Water Law, Policy and Science (University of Dundee) as the UNESCO HELP

Centre – the first of its kind in the UK, and in the world – is testament to its international status and

recognition.

The mission of the Centre is to serve as a global focal point for the interface between water law,

policy and science with a view to addressing the world’s water challenges. The Centre’s role as a

leading academic institution is devoted to promoting and conducting interdisciplinary research and

scholarship in the field of water resources management. The overarching aim of the Centre is to

provide a new generation of water leaders from around the globe, and especially from the

developing countries, with the knowledge and expertise to tackle the growing water crisis. The new

“Water Law, Water Leaders” Graduate Programmes offered by the Centre are the consummate

expression of Professor Wouters’ dedication to strengthening local capacity in water management.

As a result, water managers and law experts from developing countries such as Bolivia, Ethiopia,

Indonesia, Uzbekistan and Vietnam have been offered a unique opportunity to undertake postgraduate

studies and develop new solutions to pressing local and regional water issues.

The educational activities of Professor Wouters and her Centre are supplemented by strong

leadership, which combines research through numerous publications and international consultancy

projects aimed at fostering improved water management in the field of water law and policy. Her

work focuses most specifically on the role of international water law in integrated water resources

management and global development policy. Professor Wouters has published and advised

extensively on legal and policy issues related to water resources, providing expertise to the public

and private sectors around the world, including various national governmental agencies as well as

multilateral organisations such as the World Bank and different UN bodies dealing with water. She

has also initiated two separate series of books on water law and policy: the first with Kluwer Law

International, an internationally renowned academic publisher, and more recently another with

International Water Association Publishing which is aimed at a broader audience of water resource

experts. As the principal academic editor, Professor Wouters is responsible for both collections of

monographs and has been instrumental in their development.

The international scientific community has acknowledged Professor Wouters’ contributions to

integrated water resources management. This recognition is reflected, for instance, in her

appointment as a Fellow of the International Water Resources Association among ten international

water experts selected by their peers. Other examples are invitations as a keynote speaker at highlevel

international conferences around the world such as the Stockholm International Water

Conference, the First Pan-Arab Water Congress, and a guest lecturer on international water law in

various academic fora.

Professor Wouters has succeeded in creating an international network of collaborating water law,

policy and science experts around the world. She now focuses on broadening the outreach of the

UNESCO Centre as a global academic leader in interdisciplinary research, with water law and policy

as its core area of expertise and a particular emphasis on poverty alleviation.
DETAILED SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENTS: Professor Patricia Wouters’ long list of

contributions in the field of water law and policy demonstrates excellent and distinguished

achievements to foster cooperation, sound management and equitable use of water resources at the

local and river basin levels:

· Professor Wouters has consistently identified and raised awareness of critical water issues

of local, regional and global importance at all levels of decision making on the basis of

ongoing assessments on the state of world waters.

This aspect of Professor Wouters contributions can be presented under three interdependent facets.

First, Professor Wouters has demonstrated strong leadership in identifying and investigating

emerging key water policy, legal and regulatory issues. Her research projects and publication

portfolio provide the clearest indication of outstanding commitment to make clear the role of law as

an important tool of good water governance and IWRM. She has notably made significant

contributions to the ongoing discourse about water security, equitable access to water, hydropolitics

and conflict management, and the interface between climate change and integrated flood control. For

instance, she has studied recent developments in the Chinese legal framework to discern the

ramifications of and suggest solutions to the significant national issues pertaining to water

management in this country. She has also collaborated with the Lead Counsel and Advisor on Water

Law at the World Bank to determine the legal response to the world’s water crisis in the aftermath of

the 2nd World Water Forum in The Hague and in preparation to the 3rd World Water Forum in Kyoto.

Second, Professor Wouters has raised awareness of key water law and policy issues from selected

audiences of water law experts and decision-makers to a broader public trough a large range of

activities. Notably, she has convened regular international water conferences in Dundee, which have

been attended by 1200 participants in total and have established themselves as the principal meeting

of academics and practitioners in this field. She organised and coordinated a High-Level Panel on

Water Law at the 3rd World Water Forum in Kyoto. The output of the UNESCO PCCP Project on

transforming potential conflict into cooperation potential through International Water Law led by

Professor Wouters was published on that occasion. Professor Wouters has also raised awareness of

critical water challenges as a keynote speaker at numerous high-level international conferences. Her

work as Series Editor for two prominent Water Law and Policy Publishing Collections as well as

Invited Editor of Special Issues and Member of the Editorial Board of peer-reviewed scientific

journals has also made a significant contribution to the broad diffusion of sound knowledge,

standards of best practices and innovative solutions in water law and management.

Third, Professor Wouters’ efforts to identify and raise awareness of critical water issues are reflected

in her outstanding professorial portfolio and academic leadership. By teaching water managers and

law experts from around the globe, Professor Wouters is building knowledge-based capacities at the

local and regional levels, and developing a new generation of water leaders able to tackle the

growing water crisis. She is the Founding Director of the UNESCO Centre for Water Law, Policy and

Science, and has served as the Founding Director of the International Water Law Research Institute

at the University of Dundee and as the Director of the Water Law and Policy Programme at the

Centre for Energy, Petroleum and Mineral Law and Policy. She has lectured on water at the Chinese

Academy of International Law, the University of Oxford, and the UNESCO IHE in Delft. In addition

to designing Graduate Programmes on Water Law and Policy and teaching graduate courses on

International and National Water Law, she has supervised more than 50 LL.M., M.Sc., MBA and PhD

graduate students in this field.

· Professor Wouters has fostered efforts to arrive at a common strategic vision on integrated

water resources management on a sustainable basis, and to promote the implementation of

effective policies and strategies worldwide.

Professor Wouters has consistently focussed on building bridges between disciplines to improve

water resources management. Professor Wouters has acted as Co-Director of NATO Advanced

Research Workshops on the Integrated Water Resources Management in Transboundary Basins

through an interstate and intersectoral approach. She has been involved as a founding member in an

international consortium of leading universities specialising in multidisciplinary transboundary

waters issues.

Professor Wouters has also managed interdisciplinary research projects involving legal, hydrological

and economic instruments to operationalise the International Water Law principle of Equitable and

Reasonable Utilisation. She has acted as a leader for a large number of EU framework research

grants – LIVEDIVERSE; ACQUA; STRIVER; BRAHMATWINN; INWAMA – each of which

involving some 10-12 international partners in multidisciplinary contexts to develop applications in

Cambodia, Costa Rica, India, Kazakhstan Norway, Portugal, South Africa, Spain and Vietnam. Her

pioneering work on the integration of Water Law and Hydrology is reflected in an innovative

publication Hydrology and Water Law – Bridging the Gap, a multidisciplinary study focusing on the

interface of water law and water science through the analysis of selected regional case studies.

Together with Malin Falkenmark, Jan Lundqvist and Lars Gottschalk, she has proposed a new

framework to implement Integrated Catchment Management by increasing the dialogue between

scientists, policy-makers and stakeholders.

· Professor Wouters has provided expert advice to institutional decision-makers on the

development and implementation of comprehensive policies and strategies for sustainable

water resources management, with due respect for the environment, and social and gender

equity.

Professor Wouters has established strong links with most of the UN agencies dealing with water,

and has given expert advice to more than thirty national governments and multinational institutions

around the world. She has devised and delivered a series of International and National Water Law

training programmes aimed at government officials and representatives of institutional water

stakeholders for the UK Department for International Development (DFID), the Swedish

Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA), and the World Bank in Central Asia, Eastern Europe and

Sub-Saharan Africa. She has provided expert advice to the DFID on water rights, to the World

Meteorological Organisation on legal issues pertaining to flood management, and to the UNESCO

Hydrology for the Environment, Life and Policy (HELP) as founding member and acting Director of

the HELP Regional Coordinating Unit for Europe.

On the private sector side, Professor Wouters was appointed to the SUEZ Water Resources Advisory

Committee. She has contributed to the work of the World Business Council for Sustainable

Development in preparation to the 4th World Water Forum in Mexico and has acted as expert advisor

for the Water Business Council in UN Commission on Sustainable Development fora. In 2007, SUEZ

has awarded their first ever external research contract to the UNESCO Centre for Water Law to

develop research in transnational water law on the benchmarking and monitoring of water service

providers as well as on the successful implementation of large-scale investments in the water and

sanitation sector.

In acknowledgement of her contribution and expert advice on Water Law and Policy, Professor

Wouters has been invited to join the TEC of the Global Water Partnership in 2007 and as an

international expert to ExpoAgua Zaragoza in 2008. She was a co-chair of the first water law experts

panel for the World Water Assessment Programme (WWAP) and will advise on the water law inputs

to the World Water Development Report to be launched at the 5th World Water Forum in Istanbul.

She has served as Director of the International Water Resources Committee of International Water

Resources Association (IWRA) since 2000 and was named Fellow of the IWRA in 2005 as the only

water lawyer amongst 10 water experts from around the world.

· Professor Wouters has contributed to the prevention and resolution of potential interstate

conflicts related to transboundary waters.

Professor Wouters drafted supplementary rules on water quality to the 1995 Agreement on

Sustainable Development of the Mekong River and a Tri-partite Agreement on the Protection and

Sustainable Use of the Daugava River Basin. Further to a World Bank and UNDP initiative, she has

served as a member of an interdisciplinary panel of experts for the International Advisory Group on

the Nile. She has also served as Secretary and Special Rapporteur for Water Resources Committee of

the International Law Association as well as Secretary for the Institute of International Law.

Professor Wouters has worked on a DFID MENA Research Project to develop an analytical

framework using water law to integrate inputs from policy, science and economics for the future

Middle East water policy, and to provide new opportunities for international donors in supporting

transboundary water resources management as a catalyst for peace in the Middle East. Her expert

reports to the UN Economic Commission for Europe and UNEP on compliance with International

Water Treaties were adopted by the Meeting of the Parties to the 1992 Helsinki Convention on

Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes as the basis for the development of a formal

legal compliance regime.

Professor Wouters has contributed significantly to the prevention and resolution of potential

interstate conflicts related to transboundary waters by devising innovative approaches in Water Law

and Policy through her research and advisory services. Her efforts have notably led to the

development of a Legal Assessment Model for the Equitable Entitlement of Shared Transboundary

Waters. She has been invited by the Permanent Court of Arbitration to provide expert advice and

report on global and regional approaches to resolving international water disputes. She has

published extensively on the legal response to water conflicts in the context of the UN Watercourses

Convention.


