Session 2.x.x “Waterborne Transport”
	Session reference number (for example 1.1.1)
	Please note this session is currently situated under Topic 2.2 (2.x.x)

However, it is proposed to be independent of Topic 2.2 in the Forum Programme

	Media-friendly title (suggested by the co-organizers)
	Liquid Roadways: Has inland waterborne transport a future?

	Working title
	Is Inland Waterborne Transport (IWT) the sustainable future?

	Duration
	3 hours

	Key questions
	a) Can IWT provide a cost effective and sustainable transport system for developing countries?

b) Can IWT help mitigate climate change and save energy

c) Can IWT reduce congestion in developed countries

	Media-friendly session summary (3-5 sentences)
	The challenge for riparian decision-makers is to balance the needs of the natural waterway system with the development of inland navigation as a viable and environmentally friendly mode of transportation. Better understanding of the physical and biological effects of inland water transport on ecosystems will result in sustainable waterways that are compatible with environmental, societal and political requirements.


	Session description (approximately 2 paragraphs)
	As this is the first time waterborne transport has feature as a session at the WWF, the intention is to provide  speakers who are very much involved in the operation and development of waterways around the world. The intention is to brief participants with the aid of case studies showing how inland navigation is able to provide a simple and sustainable transport system as presented by the first speaker.
The other speakers have been chosen to look at major river navigations in Europe Asia and Africa. From a European perspective its shows how navigations have encouraged trade and linkages between nations have survived the turmoil of European history of the whole of the 20th century. 
The Asian dimension will look at the development of the Mekong River and how it is rapidly being developed using “new technology” to grow navigation without the need to build new structures.

The opportunities for the development of the Congo Basin are well known but the political and social problems have prevented development from occurring as it could.

	Confirmed convening organization(s) and contact information
	PIANC

Ian White: ian555white@btinternet.com
+44 1423 569960

	Other associated organisations
	Japan International Cooperation Agency JICA
US Army Corps of Engineers USACE

	Session outline and time allocation
	1. Opening Remarks and introductions
· PIANC President - Eric Van den Eede 10mins
· Minister for Land, Infrastructure, and Transport(MLIT), 5mins
2. Presentations and discussions
· Inland Waterways - procedures and concepts to ensure environmental sustainability. Harald Koethe Chairman PIANC EnviCom. 15 mins
· The Danube Commission - to look at how the Danube is being integrated into a major sustainable waterway and to deal with issues of reconciliation following the Balkans conflict. Zaneta Ostojic-Barjaktarevic Director Plovput, Serbian National Navigation Authority  Invited 15 mins
· Mekong River Commission - to look at how modern technology such as RIS can assist in developing a modern waterway with minimum infrastructure development. Jeremy Bird, CEO Mekong River Commission. Invited 15 mins
· CICOS - the International Commission for the Congo, Oubanqui and Shanga Rivers , Benjamin Ndala, Secretary General CICOS. Invited 15mins
· CCNR - the Rhine Commission, to examine lessons learnt over its history and also to consider the impact of the EU WFD and the consequent mitigation measures that are being considered.

Gernot Pauli, Chief Engineer, Central Commission for the Navigation of the Rhine Confirmed attendance 15 mins

· Inland Waterways:  A Key Part of the U.S. Freight Transportation System.

Robert A. Pietrowsky, Director, Institute for Water Resources, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Confirmed attendance 15 mins

· Report of discussions on IWT at the first Asia Pacific Water Summit in December 2007. Professor Ikeda, Yokohama National University Confirmed attendance. 15mins
3. Conclusions and recommendations for further steps, Eric Van den Eede 10mins

4. Closing Remarks: Vice President JICA 5 mins

Total presentation time135 mins with 45 mins for dialogue

To assist the discussions a facilitation role will be provided by Eric Van den Eede.

A rapporteur will record the salient points of the discussion and report to the plenary session – Ian White Chairman PIANC InCom

	Contributions received that will be included in the session (with a word or two about how they are included)
	A briefing paper looking at the current world wide use and development is being prepared that will support both the Forum and as a standalone UNESCO document.

	Missing stakeholders (Those that you would like to include for greater balance but for whom you have no contacts)
	Some thought has been given to having a speaker who could challenge the thinking of IWT and therefore help stimulate debate. So far no organisation has been identified.


	Expected outcomes, impacts and follow-up linkages with events and initiatives after the Forum
	PIANC has as part of its 125th anniversary has established a new policy entitled “PIANC Setting the course”. showing that it is the global organisation providing guidance for sustainable waterborne transport infrastructures for ports and waterways. It is currently developing its historic links with developing countries and is promoting the professionalism required to develop modern day waterways. Accordingly it will be hosting a series of events to support the development of appropriate infrastructure and would use the conclusions of the WWF as part of the process.


