Session Summary Form

Please return to Dani Gaillard-Picher (d.gaillard@worldwatercouncil.org)

or fill out on-line version by 31 October. (Revised Final Summary version due 15 December)
	Session reference number (for example 1.1.1)
	6.3.1

	Media-friendly title (suggested by the co-organizers)
	Connecting the Dots: How to get to the MDGs with the help of professional associations

	Working title
	Using the Assets of Professional Associations and Networks to Strengthen the Water Sector


	Duration
	3 hours

	Key question
	How can professional associations and networks be used, encouraged and supported to become a key contributor to the achievement of the MDGs?  What are the specific constraints and obstacles that are faced in engaging these stakeholders, and what examples exist illustrating successful cases of engagement in support of the MDGs?


	Media-friendly session summary (3-5 sentences)
	Professional associations and communities of practice represent a huge number of people with a fast array of experience. How can this experience be mobilised to change the face of water and sanitation management as we know it? How can these networks be tapped to accelerate the achievement of the MDGs? Do the networks really have access to the right capacities and people? 



	Session description (approximately 2 paragraphs)
	Whilst the role of associations and project based networks has been well documented in more developed regions, in low / middle income economies these platforms tend to vary markedly in maturity and quality.  The ensuing consequence on capacity development, retention of knowledge and experience in the sector, good science and informed policy is significant; a factor which is constraining the pace and magnitude of change and coverage of basic service provision.

The goal of this session will be to:

· Identify common elements and challenges for associations and network in working more closely on the MDGs.
· Provide entry points and lessons learned by networks involved in contributing to the MDGs

· Highlight how associations and networks can be more involved in mainstream development activities

	Confirmed convening organization(s) and contact information
	K.N. Toosi University of Technology, Dr. F. Yazdandoost yazdandoost@kntu.ac.ir, +98(0)21 88779473-5
International Water Association, Dr. Darren Saywell darren.saywell@iwahq.org, +31 61 59 03 152 

	Other associated organisations
	· International Association of Hydraulic Engineering and Research
· Water Environment Federation

· African Water Association

· Inter American Association of Sanitary and Environmental Engineering

· WaterAid, WSUP
· Inter American Development Bank

· USAID

· World Bank



	Session outline and time allocation
	Each of the sessions in 6.3 have been designed to a common format:

· Introduction (10 minutes):
· Outline purpose of session – summary of session and/or theme

· Scene setting keynotes (30 minutes):
· 1-3 keynote presentations, with a maximum of 30 minutes in total, including questions for clarification
· Keynotes will set up premise for the debate amongst the panel and pose key questions to be answered

· Moderated panel discussion (60 minutes):
· A moderated discussion with selected panelists from the above listed organizations (and session proposers)
· Panel will represent different perspectives in the debate and examine detail the propositions for the session

· Dialogue with audience – interactive sessions (60 minutes):
· Moderated discussion between panelists and audience

· Audience will raise questions and respond to issues outlined in the panel discussion

· Recommendations for action (15 minutes):
· With help of moderator, this part of the session focuses the dialogue into practical actions and recommendations

· Summary: (5 minutes)
· Wrap up of the session, major threads and trends, key actions and outcomes


	Contributions received that will be included in the session (with a word or two about how they are included)
	· Associations such as AIDIS, JSWA, IWA and AfWA will provide a perspective from the ground indicating the need for engagement by professionals associations worldwide in MDG related activities.  This will articulate why business as usual (without associations) is unacceptable
· Associations such as WEF, and JSWA will explain some of the common challenges faced by these organisations in engaging adequately in the MDGs and highlight lessons learned to date
· NGOs and civil society groups such as WaterAid and WSUP will provide perspectives on what is needed from professional associations and networks in engaging on the MDGs
· Other views will be sought from the international development aid community through IADB, USAID and World Bank interventions, highlight how these donors would like to see more sustainable interventions and capacity strengthening growing in the near term

	Missing stakeholders (Those that you would like to include for greater balance but for whom you have no contacts)
	· Other NGO and civil society groups
· Business community or business related associations (World Business Council for Sustainable Development)

	Expected outcomes, impacts and follow-up linkages with events and initiatives after the Forum
	The overall architecture of 6.3 is leading to common objectives across 6.3.1-6.3.3 which are:
· Raised awareness and consciousness amongst target audiences about the role that professional associations and networks can play in the MDGs;

· Increased cooperative activity and partnership opportunities between professional associations, government, donors and implementing agencies;

· Launch of periodic assessment exercise, provisionally focused around ‘professional capacity and MDGs’ (Atlas of Professional Capacity’?) – which will give added momentum to bind professional associations and networks together in-between World Water Forums.
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	Session reference number (for example 1.1.1)
	6.3.2

	Media-friendly title (suggested by the co-organizers)
	Showcasing success: How professional networks and associations are making an impact?

	Working title
	Using the Assets of Professional Associations and Networks to Strengthen the Water Sector


	Duration
	3 hours

	Key question
	How can professional associations and project-based networks productively collaborate to build communities of practice that effectively enhance the capacity to strengthen water institutions, water governance and sustainable interventions? What specific efforts and initiatives can make a difference in building up sustainable professional associations and communities of practice for project-based networks that address pressing water challenges over time in concert with local conditions and needs?

	Media-friendly session summary (3-5 sentences)
	In the absence of well developed water governance systems, members of professional associations and networks could play a key role in creating better decision-making. However, can these complementary structures truly provide the legitimacy and experience needed to improve governance and decision-making in the long term?  Over time and in concert with local conditions and needs, how can greater transparency and accountability, and inclusion of diverse stakeholder inputs be obtained?

	Session description (approximately 2 paragraphs)
	Sustainable associations and networks are critical in generating the dialogues, information analysis, and experience sharing needed to support water management outcomes that are 1) more transparent and accountable, 2) informed by good science, and 3) inclusive of diverse stakeholder inputs. Investments in human capacity are needed to build this professional association and networking infrastructure, and adequate development agency support could speed these processes up.  

This session engages participants in dialogue on ways to build sustainable communities of practice.  The goal of this session will be to illustrate how and where associations and networks are making a significant impact to development; identify practices that can develop successful cross-regional and cultural partnerships for capacity building and learning; illustrate where professional associations and networks take an active role improving the capacity of water resource professionals to develop stronger institutions, improve governance, and increase their professional effectiveness over time.

	Confirmed convening organization(s) and contact information
	American Water Resources Association (AWRA), Faye Anderson

fayeanderson23@gmail.com, +1 202-314-3336 

	Other associated organisations
	· American Water Resources Association (AWRA)

· Global Environment Facility (GEF) IW-LEARN

· UNESCO-IHP (IGRAC), 
· Brazilian Water Resources Association (ABRH)

· Asociación Nacional de Empresas de Agua y Saneamiento (ANEAS)


	Session outline and time allocation
	Each of the sessions in 6.3 have been designed to a common format:

· Introduction (10 minutes):

· Outline purpose of session – summary of session and/or theme

· Scene setting keynotes (30 minutes):

· 1-3 keynote presentations
· Keynotes will set up premise for the debate amongst the panel and pose key questions to be answered

· Moderated panel discussion (60 minutes):
· A moderated discussion with selected panelists from the above listed organizations (and session proposers)
· Panel will represent different perspectives in the debate and examine detail the propositions for the session

· Dialogue with audience – interactive sessions (60 minutes):
· Moderated discussion between panelists and audience

· Audience will raise questions and respond to issues outlined in the panel discussion

· Recommendations for action (15 minutes):
· With help of moderator, this part of the session focuses the dialogue into practical actions and recommendations

· Summary: (5 minutes)
Wrap up of the session, major threads and trends, key actions and outcomes

	Contributions received that will be included in the session (with a word or two about how they are included)
	The session will include discussion of 1) AWRA’s Policy Dialogues bringing diverse stakeholders together over a period of years in the United States to discuss water management challenges and make recommendations on needed policy changes, 2) GEF’s International Waters Learning Exchange and Resource Network (IW-LEARN) facilitating structured learning and real-time experience and dialogues among parliamentarians, and 3) UNESCO-GEF-IGRAC networking as a community of practice on groundwater in the Africa region as examples of good practices that can be replicated across professional associations and networks; 4) Dutch Water Boards and Egyptian-Dutch Advisory Panel on Water Management cooperation to stimulate MDG projects for water authorities

	Missing stakeholders (Those that you would like to include for greater balance but for whom you have no contacts)
	· NGOs, civil society groups and other local implementing agencies
· Business community

	Expected outcomes, impacts and follow-up linkages with events and initiatives after the Forum
	The overall architecture of 6.3 is leading to common objectives across 6.3.1-6.3.3 which are:

· Raised awareness and consciousness amongst target audiences about the role that professional associations and networks can play in the MDGs;

· Increased cooperative activity and partnership opportunities between professional associations, government, donors and implementing agencies;

· Launch of periodic assessment exercise, provisionally focused around ‘professional capacity and MDGs’ (Atlas of Professional Capacity’?) – which will give added momentum to bind professional associations and networks together in-between World Water Forums.
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	Session reference number (for example 1.1.1)
	6.3.3

	Media-friendly title (suggested by the co-organizers)
	No More Money Down the Drain: Should investments be linked to professional associations’ backstopping?

	Working title
	Using the Assets of Professional Associations and Networks to Strengthen the Water Sector


	Duration
	3 hours

	Key question
	Should funding of infrastructure to meet the MDGs be tied to the establishment of regional/local professional/technical institutional structures? Could/should a means of globally monitoring the state of “professional infrastructure and capacity” be developed? Should professional associations and networks be tasked with this responsibility?


	Media-friendly session summary (3-5 sentences)
	Money alone is not enough to induce change, especially in developing countries. What is the role of members of professional networks in providing adequate personnel, technical assistance and leadership to improve upon sustainable investments and interventions? 



	Session description (approximately 2 paragraphs)
	National governments, international financial institutions, multi-lateral donors and users themselves are investing significant funds in water and sanitation infrastructure.  Without adequate personnel or technical assistance, both in terms of quantity, but critically in terms of quality of leadership, these investments run the risk of failing, or operating sub-optimally.  Money down the drain?

Professional associations and other professional networks can play a significant role in supporting infrastructure investments in the water and sanitation sector.  Indeed, technical assistance models – where an investment is complemented by a technical assistance project that ensures that the operator is actually capable to operate and maintain the new (or rehabilitated) infrastructure – are familiar approaches. Could professional associations play a stronger role?


	Confirmed convening organization(s) and contact information
	K.N. Toosi University of Technology, Dr. F. Yazdandoost yazdandoost@kntu.ac.ir, +98(0)21 88779473-5
International Water Association, Dr. Darren Saywell darren.saywell@iwahq.org, +31 61 59 03 152

	Other associated organisations
	· EUREAU
· Japan Sewage Works Association

· Water Environment Federation

· World Health Organization

· UNESCO-IHE

· African Water Association

· USAID Achieving Blue Revolution Initiative

· AIDIS

· Dutch Water Boards

· Gender Water Alliance


	Session outline and time allocation
	Each of the sessions in 6.3 have been designed to a common format: 
· Introduction (10 minutes):

· Outline purpose of session – summary of session and/or theme

· Scene setting keynotes (30 minutes):

· 1-3 keynote presentations
· Keynotes will set up premise for the debate amongst the panel and pose key questions to be answered

· Moderated panel discussion (60 minutes):
· A moderated discussion with selected panelists from the above listed organizations (and session proposers)
· Panel will represent different perspectives in the debate and examine detail the propositions for the session

· Dialogue with audience – interactive sessions (60 minutes):
· Moderated discussion between panelists and audience

· Audience will raise questions and respond to issues outlined in the panel discussion

· Recommendations for action (15 minutes):
· With help of moderator, this part of the session focuses the dialogue into practical actions and recommendations

· Summary: (5 minutes)
· Wrap up of the session, major threads and trends, key actions and outcomes


	Contributions received that will be included in the session (with a word or two about how they are included)
	· Associations such as AIDIS, WEF, IWA, IAHR, JSWA, EUREAU will explain ways in which their organisations have enhanced the effectiveness of their engagement in MDG oriented activities, showcasing examples
· Networks and programmes such as GWA, Dutch Water Boards, USAID-ABRI will highlight their interventions and lessons learned in working with local development partners in ensuring interventions which are sustainable 

· Perspectives from the United Nations organisations and other development partners (bilateral and multilateral donors such as IADB and World Bank) will focus on the transformational potential that professional associations and networks have for longer term sustainable water and sanitation development

	Missing stakeholders (Those that you would like to include for greater balance but for whom you have no contacts)
	· NGOs, civil society groups and other implementing organisations
· Business community

	Expected outcomes, impacts and follow-up linkages with events and initiatives after the Forum
	The overall architecture of 6.3 is leading to common objectives across 6.3.1-6.3.3 which are:

· Raised awareness and consciousness amongst target audiences about the role that professional associations and networks can play in the MDGs;

· Increased cooperative activity and partnership opportunities between professional associations, government, donors and implementing agencies;

· Launch of periodic assessment exercise, provisionally focused around ‘professional capacity and MDGs’ (Atlas of Professional Capacity’?) – which will give added momentum to bind professional associations and networks together in-between World Water Forums.


