Session 2.2/3.x “Bioenergy”
	Session reference number (for example 1.1.1)
	2.2/3.x (Joint Session with Topic 2.3)

	Media-friendly title (suggested by the co-organizers)
	To Heat or to Eat: Water for Bio-Energy or Food?

	Working title
	Water for bioenergy or food?

	Duration
	3 hours

	Key question
	Is bioenergy taking water and land away from food?

	Media-friendly session summary (3-5 sentences)
	While energy crops could provide farmers with new opportunities to improve their livelihoods, the proliferation of crops could also affect food prices, the environment and the availability of water resources for growing other food and non-food crops in a region. How might bio-energy impact local development and food production, and how can an appropriate balance be found between food and biofuel production?

	Session description (approximately 2 paragraphs)
	The session will discuss the importance of managing water resources to ensure energy security in the form of biofuel crops.  This includes maintaining water to support ecosystem services such as flows in rivers and sediment transport that ultimately provide inputs for agriculture including the production of biofuels. The presentation will also introduce the Global principles and criteria for sustainable biofuels production" put forward by the Roundtable on Sustainable Biofuels with a focus on principle 9: “Biofuel production shall optimize surface and groundwater resource use, including minimizing contamination or depletion of these resources, and shall not violate existing formal and customary water rights. An international standard can be a guide but these must be developed in a national and/or regional context.  

Following the introductory presentations, two panel discussions will follow. The first will focus on policies dealing with water management for different types of biofuels production. The second will look at the practices for biofuel production in different regions of the world and how these approaches use and manage water. Each panel will follow with an interactive discussion with session participants.  They will also be asked to record their viewpoints on:
· Policies that they know of in their country/region relating to biofuel production and water management and their actual or potential impact on natural resources and rural livelihoods.

· Standards (if any) to regulate water management for biofuel production in their country/region

· Current practices to adapt biofuel production to changes in water availability

A rapporteur will be assigned to each panel and will report back to the plenary with key points that will feed into the framework for countries to assess the costs and benefits (economic, social and environmental) of biofuel production which differentiates between various types of biofuels. Finally, the Chair will wrap up by summarising the main outcomes of the session and how they compare against the desired outputs. 

	Confirmed convening organization(s) and contact information
	International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) – Contact: Katharine Cross, Katharine.Cross@iucn.org)  and 

The World Vegetable Centre (AVRDC) – Contact: Madhusudan Bhattarai, madhu.bhattarai@worldveg.org
 

	Other associated organisations
	Session Consortia, comprising, but not confirmed/limited to: 

International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage (ICID) - Henri Tardieu, h.tardieu@cacg.fr
Roundtable on Sustainable Biofuels (RSB) - c/o Andrea Athanas, akb@hq.iucn.org
UN Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) - Jippe Hogeveen, jippe.hoogeveen@fao.org
International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) - Claudia Ringler, c.ringler@cgiar.org
International Hydropower Association (IHA) - Michael Fink, mf@hydropower.org
Brazilian Water Agency (ANA) - c/o Ben Braga, benbraga@ana.gov.br
Brazilian Reference Centre on Biomass  - Jose Moreira, bun2@tsp.com.br 
World Bioenergy Association (WBA) – Kent Nystrom, kent.nystron@worldbioenergy.org   

Khamarunga Banda, National African Farmers Union, South Africa, khamarunga@hotmail.com 
Proposed Chair/moderator(s)
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) –
Jippe Hogeveen
International Risk Governance Council (IRGC) – Chris Bunting, christopher.bunting@irgc.org 
Proposed Rapporteur

Ms. I. van der Stoep, South Africa (?)


	Session outline and time allocation
	Time

Event

Content

00:00
Introduction 

· Welcome by session facilitator and introduction of the Chair and speakers
·  Chair provides background information on the session and how it will be carried out (10 minutes)
00:10
Background presentation 
· Presentation providing background on the general challenges and opportunities for water resource managers in the context of the growing biofuel sector (20 minutes)

00:25
First panel discussion
· Policies dealing with water management for different types of biofuels production (20 minutes)
00:45
Interactive audience discussion 
· Share and record viewpoints of panel in groups of 2-3 (10 minutes)

· Comments, questions and answers (30 minutes)
01:25
Second panel discussion
· Practices for biofuel production in different regions of the world and how these approaches use and manage water (20 minutes)
01:45
Interactive audience discussion 
· Share and record viewpoints of panel in groups of 2-3 (10 minutes)

· Comments, questions and answers (30 minutes)
02:25
Report from Rapporteurs
· Rapporteur from each panel will report back to the plenary with key points that will feed into the framework for countries to assess the costs and benefits (economic, social and environmental) of biofuel production which differentiates between various types of biofuels (10 minutes each =20 minutes)
02:45
Summary
· Chair and facilitator summarize the session with key messages (10 minutes)
02:55

End of Session



	Contributions received that will be included in the session (with a word or two about how they are included)
	There were limited contributions on bioenergy and biofuels.  The coordinators of Topic 2.3 (ICID) included a proposal within their topc “Water for bioenergy or food?”.  The key questions and issues address the impact of biofuel production on rural agricultural livelihoods and the ecosystem services which support rural communities (i.e. water resources). These have been used as a basis to develop the current session outline. 
 Another contribution was from the International Food Policy Research Institute in the form of a paper and a statement to the US Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, which shows “relatively little impact, globally, on water resources from conversion of food crops to biofuels”. This will be juxtaposed with the risks and impacts that are experienced at the local level.  

	Missing stakeholders (Those that you would like to include for greater balance but for whom you have no contacts)
	Representative(s) from Oceania (i.e. Australia) – but we can probably get these through the current associated organisations


	Expected outcomes, impacts and follow-up linkages with events and initiatives after the Forum
	Expected outcomes:

1. Share knowledge and raise awareness on the policies and practices of water management for the production of biofuels 

2. Development the basis of a framework for countries to assess the costs and benefits (economic, social and environmental) of biofuel production which differentiates between various types of biofuels.

3. Expansion of a Network on water, energy and agriculture.

4. Planning to incorporate adaptation to the impacts of global change into policies and practices of water and agricultural management for biofuel production, and the aforementioned framework.

Events and initiatives after the Forum
Contribute to the Roundtable on Sustainable Biofuels 

World Bioenergy Conference(s)

Be part of a Network on water, energy and agriculture



