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5th World Water Forum

Held every three years, the World Water Forum strives to gather people together from every horizon to find sustainable solutions to the water challenges that the world faces daily. The Forum is a unique platform where individuals from both inside and outside the water sector can interact and debate, creating broader awareness for water related issues and a resolve to find solutions. In addition, it provides the opportunity for Ministers, Local Authorities and Parliamentarians to consolidate their different perspectives with those of experts and civil society.
After the previous Fora, held in Morocco (1997), the Netherlands (2000), Japan (2003) and Mexico (2006), the 5th World Water Forum will be held in March 2009 in Istanbul, Turkey.
Bridging Divides For Water

Given Turkey’s strategic position between East and West, North and South, but also the conceptual barriers

between different water cultures, between developed and developing regions of the world, and the need to

bring together the many ongoing initiatives around the world related to water issues, “Bridging Divides for

Water” has been chosen as the overarching theme for the Forum in Turkey. 

The six main thems of the forum are: “Global Changes&Risk Management”, “Advancing Human Development and Millenium Development Goals”, “Managing and Protecting Water Resources and their Supply Systems to meet Human and Enviromental Needs”, “Governance and Management”, “Finance”, “Education, Knowledge and Capacity Building”.

Istanbul Concensus

In addition, through the Ministers Conference, Local Autorities Conference and the Parlmenterians Summit, the 5th World Water Forum provides the opportunity for Ministers, Local Authorities and Parliamentarians to consolidate their different perspectives with those of experts and civil society.

As the results of the conferences, a joint declaration Istanbul Concensus will be signed.

Preparatory Process
The Forum is not only a one week conference. It is a long preparatory process as 3 years. The General SEcretariat of the 5th World Water Forum is managing the preparatory process regarding to the Forum.

The supporters of the 5th World Water Forum are DSI (State Hydroulic Works), IMM (Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality) and ISKI (Istanbul Water and Sewerage Administration).
