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PRESS RELEASE

11 September 2008

International Governmental Experts Gather to Develop a ‘Ministerial Agenda’ for Water

The First Preparatory Committee (PrepCom) Meeting of the Ministerial Process of the 5th World Water Forum that begins at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris lays the groundwork for Ministerial Conference in Istanbul, March 16-22, 2009.
The Ministerial Process of the 5th World Water Forum starts on 11-12 September, 2008 at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris, France with the first of a series of preparatory committee meetings. The meeting of government-nominated experts coming from all over the world is convened by Government of Turkey and co-organized by the World Water Council.

The Chairperson of the Ministerial Process is Ambassador Sumru Noyan, one of Turkey’s high-ranking diplomats. Opening addresses will be given by Mr. Hasan Zuhuri Sarıkaya, Undersecretary of the Turkish Ministry of Environment, Mr. Loïc Fauchon, President of the World Water Council, and the Co-Chairs of the Political Process Committee of the 5th World Water Forum, Mr. András Szöllösi-Nagy and Mr. Vural Altay.
The first in a series of four PrepComs, this meeting will set forth the issues to be addressed by the Forum’s Ministerial Process, whose main aim is to prepare a Ministerial Agenda addressing “Water Management Adaptation Strategies for Global Changes including Climate Change/Variability”. 

A Ministerial Discussion Paper will provide the basis for discussions and consultations on the best ways to confront global changes and their impacts on water resources.  The Discussion Paper revolves around the 6 main themes of the Thematic Programme of the 5th World Water Forum: ‘Global Changes and Risk Management’, ‘Advancing Human Development and the Millennium Development Goals’, ‘Managing and Protecting Water Resources and their Supply Systems to Meet Human and Environmental Needs’, ‘Governance and Management’, ‘Finance’ and ‘Education, Knowledge and Capacity Development’.

In addition, the participants will be informed about the links between the parliamentarians process and the Istanbul Urban Water Consensus, which invites mayors and local government leaders to make a united commitment for urban water resource management in the face of global changes.
The outcome of this meeting will help to develop the Ministerial Discussion Paper into a Chairman’s Paper to be presented at the Second PrepCom meeting in Geneva, in December 2008.
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