5th World Water Forum

Brainstorming session during Kick-off Meeting

19 March 2007

What are the 1-3 most important outcomes you want to see from the 5th World Water Forum?

1. Take water to the highest decision-making level.
2. Increase international cooperation in sanitation, water sharing, financing and equity.
3. IWRM programmes and action plans should be evolved for implementation at regional and country levels.
4. Specific vision, goals, metrics should be developed per region, especially for Africa.
5. Clear strong ministerial message; solid contribution including financing ministers.
6. Clarify climate change and its impact on water and how to cope with it.
7. Protection: increase efficiency locally and worldwide, large public relations efforts.
8. Minimize energy use for transport and production.
9. Get a large number of people not in the water sector involved in the Forum.
10. More women taking part in world water problems and in executive decision-making.
11. Provide tools and best practices and guidelines to implement on the ground.
12. Priority for water in national and international politics.
13. Continued efforts into the future, intergenerational dialogue and water education.
14. Bridge knowledge gap on water resources in North and South.
15. Rich countries should create a financing fund for poor countries.
16. Increased dialogue on transboundary resources.
17. Tackle sanitation on various levels (community, urban populations): Deliver a message.
18. Promote youth involvement.
19. Need for more international regulation, especially for resources and environmental protection.
20. Better mechanisms for influencing decision-makers’ commitments.
21. Accurate statistics on needs, so we can determine priorities.
22. Specific problems identified by those outside of the water sector.
23. Greater recognition for capacity-building, training, science and technology as a basis for progress.
24. Strengthen linkages between levels (local, regional…)

25. Increase in volume of funding to the water sector, globally.
26. More focus on solutions to waste treatment and environment.
27. Communications message: sound byte
28. Show that the water professional sector is prepared to share knowledge and experience.
29. Role of local authorities in sanitation services, decentralization and building links among local authorities in the world.
30. More consideration for water and culture.
31. Improve exchange of knowledge--find a better way (formulate the outcomes).
32. Linkages of corruption in water projects.
33. Facilitate and find solutions to implement international laws and treaties.
34. Much more attention given to irrigation

35. More recognition for water as an element of growth for equity.
36. Recognition of water as crucial in ALL of the MDGs.
37. Prognosis of MDGs.
38. Make a special effort to personally provide information to Governments and Parliamentarians, and to the Press as well.
Other comments received following the brainstorming session:

39. Increased activity by NGO’s for restoration of degraded watersheds through villagers participation.
40. Establish clear priorities for water development, bearing in mind the MDGs, especially on sanitation.

41. Heightened public awareness for the whole world (e.g. Al Gore’s movie on climate change). Link climate change and water for agriculture.
42. Simplify financing of infrastructure; Financing as a % of GDP of every nation.
43. Link poverty alleviation and improving water governance.

44. International platform must solve problems of transboundary waters.

45. Replication of successful actions.
46. Mainstream rainwater harvesting into IWRM so that it is considered as part of water resources, similar to ground and surface water.

47. Recognition of the key role of water education as a water management tool.

