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Stakeholders from across Europe have formulated a vision on water; we invite you to 
incorporate a Vision in the ministerial declaration, to look forward and thus make 
progress in our common interest. 

Water is an essential human need and we recognize the access to basic water supply 
and sanitation as a human right.  The people have universal access to safe, modern 
and affordable water and sanitation services. At the same time we are able to satisfy 
the other human water needs – for businesses, industry, agriculture and recreation 
and have achieved a balance with needs of the environment also with regard to 
sustain biodiversity. We can rely on essential ecosystem services from our healthy 
rivers, lakes, coastal waters and wetlands and our people can also enjoy high quality 
rivers, lakes and coastal waters for ecologic and recreational purposes. 

We manage our water resources sustainable within river basins across political 
boundaries including transboundary waters and we apply an integrated adaptive 
water management approach. All the stakeholders including all inhabitants in the 
basin participate actively in the management decision process. We apply a 
preventive approach which integrates quality and quantity as well as surface water, 
groundwater and coastal waters. We have adopted and implemented ambitious 
legislation and made other policy areas such as agriculture, regional, industrial, 
trade, transport and energy policy ´water sensitive´.  

We have achieved a true ´water democracy´ where we apply the principles of 
transparency, integrity, solidarity and equity and where all people and stakeholders 
are aware of their rights and responsibilities. Our well informed people use their 
freedom of choice wisely - what they drink and how they use water - and use their 
opportunity to participate actively in the governance of water management and 
services. The people have a say in the quality and organization of their services and 
our services are efficient and sensitive to environmental and social needs. 

We have jointly achieved a culture where water resources are not wasted, spoiled or 
overused. We have actively pushed a paradigm shift from supply driven water 
management to an integrated supply and demand driven approach as well as from 
an end of pipe to a preventive approach.  We are able to satisfy most of our needs 
with water resources within the same river basin. 


