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ASIA-PACIFIC WATER SUMMIT

CLOSING SESSION

SPEECH BY DR. LUTFI AKCA; THE MEMBER OF THE INTERNATIONAL STEERING COMMITTEE, FIFTH WORLD WATER FORUM

Their excellencies, Dear Ministers, distinguished guests, Ladies and gentlemen…

Being the member of the International Steering Committee of the 5th World Water Forum, I am pleased to state herewith my pleasure to have been invited to the 1st Asia-Pacific Water Summit organised by Japan Water Forum. I thank the Organisation Committee for their kind consideration to give us this opportunity to invite you to the 5th World Water Forum. 

It is well known that the World Water Forum is a cooperative effort between the World Water Council and the host country. 

Let me give some brief information about the past Fora:

By gathering more than 24,000 participants, the 3rd World Water Forum was the largest water-related event ever organised. One hundred and thirty ministers attended the Ministerial Conference, and several hundred commitments were made both during the Forum and during the Ministerial Conference. It was actually a big success.

The 4th World Water Forum in Mexico gathered 20,000 people from throughout the world in 206 working sessions, where a total of 530 local actions were presented. 

The 5th World Water Forum aims at “bridging divides” between all regions, all cultures, all stakeholders, all sectors of the world. As such, it is pivotal to the success of the Forum that there will be balanced participation, especially including young people, NGOs, women, etc. A successful Forum would assemble the greatest possible variety of people to discuss common solutions to critical issues. 

The Forum’s theme of “Bridging Divides for Water”  implies not only the geographical crossroads between Europe and Asia, the Middle East and Africa, North and South, but also the links between modern and traditional water cultures; rich and poor, developed and developing regions of the world.
Bringing together, world leaders, politicians, citizens, and professionals, the 5th World Water Forum hopes to establish bridges between rich and poor, young and old, developed and developing worlds, just to name a few. 

With a history rich in water resources, culture and technology, Turkey was selected by the World Water Council as the next major stepping-stone towards global collaboration on water problems. In fact, from the point of view of the history, the Turkish Landscape has witnessed the birth of many civilizations and cultures through out its history. It has a valuable heritage, dating back to ancient times. This precious land attracts millions of people every year who are keen to see the historical richness of the many civilisations in Anatolia Peninsula.

The theme of the next Forum also calls upon the international water community to make concrete proposals for improved exchange so that better management of water resources may contribute to all of the Millennium Development Goals. At the mid-point between the launch of the Millennium Development Goals and their defined deadline, the Forum in 2009 will work to quantify progress that has been made thus far, but also to provide solutions to strive towards their successful achievement. However, the Forum will also emphasise the fact that water is an issue that is crosscutting to all Millennium Development Goals, not only to the water-related ones.

Regarding to the regional process of the Fifth World water Forum, we have already identified that each region of the world faces specific challenges with regards to water. Through its preparatory process, the Forum will involve regional coordinators to address those specificities by selecting the themes of the Forum framework that are most relevant to them. Through a number of regional meetings, it is anticipated that regional reports will be published to underline the most salient aspects of proper water management in each region, as well as the obstacles to overcome and proposed solutions.

The regional contributions to the Forum will be implemented though specific regional preparatory processes in 5 main sections, namely Africa, the Americas, Asia-Pacific, Europe, and subregions around the host Country, Turkey. Being here, we have the opportunity to witness the Asia-Pasific regional meeting.  Asia Pacific Water Forum, involving key political actors of the regions is expected to be linked and feed into the political processes of the Fifth World Water Forum. In this respect, we sincerely hope that the outcomes of the Summit will be a valuable input to the political process of the Forum. This expectation comes from the fact that this summit is the first political meeting ever organised in the Asia-Pacific region, where many political leaders from this region are sharing and exchanging their respective experiences in regard of water-issues.
The Fifth World Water Forum aims at facilitating solutions to the world’s water problems and promotes cooperation that would serve to solve those problems, but of course it, in itself, is not the final solution but simply a tool to aid in achieving global water security. The world’s water problems will only be solved with the right governance, technical, administrative, legal and participative framework, which the Forum aims to support.

The 5th World Water Forum the may bring answers to the world, for the question: How to solve the deadlock which is made of two main concerns:

· How to provide water for development,
· How to enable needed mechanisms for development,  
We hope that the 5th World Water Forum will bring more to the world than ideas, discussions and possible solutions to today’s water issues. The Forum will bring the world to Istanbul to hear diverse concerns, improve understanding of divergent points-of-view, and hopefully bridge our various divides by focussing on what we have in common – our need for water to survive.

We sincerely hope that you will continue to stay involved with the Fifth World Water Forum Process, contributing to the organization of a session, joining a regional preparatory process, taking part in a working group, informing us about your organization’s activities and initiatives or informing your network of contacts about the Forum news and activities.

Before finishing my speech, I am pleased to reiterate the invitation for you to join us at the 5th World Water Forum, which will take place in Istanbul, Turkey, at March 2009.  Hope to see all of you  in Istanbul.

