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Key Topic Issues

Questions

Session Ideas

Unlocking the data treasur e chest

Who is responsible for collecting & storing the data?
Who should pay for the data?

Who owns the data?

Should we share data?

How to pride open access to data for scientific and
operational purposes

What mechanism and instruments/tools exist to
improve the data sharing process?

Why are institutions & organizations protective of
the data they collect?

Theultimate data machine

How can we use technology to facilitate data
access, mining & knowledge acquisition?

What lessons can we learn from online giants such
as Google, Yahoo, etc., in the area of data handling,
sharing and visualization?

How can the water sector benefit from unified
personalized information platforms (GoogleEarth,
YouTube, TomTom etc)?

Are we prepared for future developments such as a
single digital earth model (that combines
geographical, hydro-geological, ecological,
climatologically models)?




Pareto principle (80/20)

Is it possible for us to understand 80% of the water
cycle with just 20% of data?

Are there techniques that identify the most important
& significant components of data that gives us the
majority of the picture in relation to the water cycle?

In countries that are data scarce (developing
countries), can we demonstrate that a little data (but
the most important) goes a long way in our
understanding of the water cycle?

Are there good examples where limited but
focussed data collection activities provided a major
impact on the understanding of the water cycle and
hence supported effective, efficient design &
management?




